On Monday the 5% April 2010 at 5.30 in the morning we set off for the

Amsterdam Art and Culture trip. Everyone was excited when we set off, as we
waved to our parents. The journey was long but there were lots of laughs on
the way, to keep us from getting bored and lots of lovely movies. When we ar-
rived in Amsterdam at our hotel, Aan Zee, we got to know our surroundings by
taking a walk around town and we watched the sunset by the beach, which was

only 2 minutes away. ‘

Our first full day was spent at a
cheese and clog factory. Crocs
are a plastic relative of the
clogs! We learnt how to make
cheese (and sample some
freshly made). Also we learned

the different stages of making a -

clog and how this has differed

from past-times without modern machinery to now.



Our afternoon was spent at the famous
artist Rembrandt’s house. We saw how he
lived and viewed his paintings that cov-
ered almost every wall. We also looked at
the furniture in his house, we found the
gallery that he used to tutor young artists

and how he made his own paint for his

paintings.

We finished
the day off

with lots of fun at the beach! It was beautiful, the

sun was setting on the horizon,

creating a beautiful end to our day.

Our first day was amazing and
informed us a lot about the Dutch
culture and got us looking forward to

our next activity.




On Wednesday we first went on a beautiful canal
cruise right through the heart of Amsterdam. As
we passed some magnificent buildings, we saw
many spectacular scenes. For lunch, we went to
the Hard Rock café and heard the good old days
“jolly” rock music. It was a lovely, warm and
sunny afternoon, as we walked over to the Anne Frank museum. We went in-
side her house, where we saw the secret annex. The Franks and their friends hid
there through the war until 1944, when they were discovered and arrested.
Only Otto Frank (the father) survived the tragedy. We, to this day, still don't

know who uncovered where they had been hiding.
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We then went to the amazing Van Gogh
museum. We saw lots of remarkable
paintings by Van Gogh including some of his
most famous ones like the sunflowers, a
magnificent painting. It was a truly
unbelievable experience.

The day was finished off with a fantastic
birthday disco for Helen Clinton, where the

teachers showed their true dancing skills!

On our last day, we went
to De Eftling Fairy Tale
theme park for the whole day. Everyone had an enjoyable
time. We all loved a ride called the Python; it went in a loop
upside down three times! ! There were lots of really fun rides
at the theme park. We went on nearly all of them. We all had
a great day and it was a fantastic end to our trip. But it was

sad to think it was the last full day in Amsterdam.



