


ln

S.
I't
Spo



Winter sports.

Football.

1st XI.

his was a successful and enjoyable
season. The winning of the Alan
Thompson Memorial Trophy (pictured
overleaf) for the second year running was
particularly satisfying for me personally as | had
the privilege of working with Alan, who was
the most important coach in senior football in
Wolverhampton for many years, and is sadly
missed. The final was a very close game
requiring extra time and penalties to beat
Heath Park. Under difficult conditions the side
showed a determination that was a joy to
behold and for the WGS st X1 it was the
very least they deserved from an excellent
season.

The run in the independent schools cup was
memorable. The independent circuit is now
very strong and this trophy is one of the
hardest national trophies to win.\We were
fortunate with home draws in the early rounds
but the opposition was strong to say the least.
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Teams from larger independent schools from
south came to WGS expecting to win but
found that we were a side very difficult to
score against, particularly when Mark
Cartwright and Mike McEwen were playing in
the heart of defence. The quarter final draw
saw us matched against Winchester College
away. We travelled down the night before in
confident mood only to wake up next morning
to be informed their pitches were unplayable
due to heavy rain. It had rained but not that
heavily and so understandably the boys were
very disappointed and we had to set back for
the long journey home.The game was
rescheduled for the following week but this
time we travelled down on the day which was
not the best of preparations. The game itself
was not one for the purists with lots of
endeavour but not too much controlled play.
The loss of Mark Cartwright early in the game
to a hamstring injury proved to be crucial and
they scored within minutes of him leaving the
pitch.We deservedly equalised through Jack
Gough before half time. The second half was
played in front of a large, partisan crowd
cheering on Winchester and despite a couple
of near misses the game went through into
extra time and finally the dreaded penalties.
Dom Wollam has been the first team keeper
since his transfer from St. Peters and has been
excellent all season, so was this to be his day?
Unfortunately, despite being ahead in the
shootout we went out in the sudden death
stage — it can be a cruel gamel!

The side also reached the semi final of the
West Midlands County Cup, which is an
excellent achievement in one of the most
competitive counties in the country.We could
not field our strongest team through injury and
on the day the opposition were too strong and
hopes for another final had gone.

There were some very good performances
throughout the season and the style of football
at times was so satisfying to watch. All the
players contributed to the success of the
season and we hope that they enjoyed the
experience.

2nd XI.

he season started with an away match
| at St. Bede's, Manchester. After the long

coach journey we picked ourselves up
to play some attractive football on the way to
a comfortable victory. This was followed by the
highlight of the season. A 7-2 win over
Cheadle Hulme was memorable for Dan
Coles scoring 5 goals. Further wins against The
Grange and Malvern illustrated the strength
and confidence of the side, with many players
earning deserved promotions to the [st XI.

Meet the team

Dom Wallom (goalkeeper); excellent two
seasons from one of the school's best signings.
Michael Prince (defender); he does not panic
under pressure and is a very assured player.
Dan Jones (defender /wing back); a very
competitive player with boundless energy —
he does complain to referees on occasions.
Tom Meek (defender); as with all “Meeks”,
Mister Reliable.
Mike McEwen (defender/ captain); outstanding
season and cannot praise him too highly (will
never forget the “draw” story).
Mark Cartwright (defender/ captain); such a
good player and certainly one of the best |
have seen at school in 35 years of |st XI|
football.
James Brackpool (midfield); a nugget of a
player with lots of skill and competitiveness; he
is going to be hard to replace.
Dan Powner (midfield); lots of potential which
he needs to develop as he takes over the
captain's armband next season.
Chris Bate (defender); strong player with an
excellent attitude.
Oliver Wagstaff (wing back); blessed with pace
that he must learn to use more in a game;
probably too nice at times; very talented.
Ed Vanes (striker); did not play as much as he
would have hoped but that was because he
allowed himself to get distracted too easily;
lots of ability.
Jack Gough (striker); excellent season; tireless
work rate; still could score more goals.
Nick Mottram (striker); very skilful and natural
goal scorer who does not as yet score enough
goals to match his potential.
Adeo Fraser; very strong and has the ability to
change the nature of matches; if he could be
more consistent in the air he would be so
dangerous at set pieces.
George Rickards; a strong left sided player,
very competitive and excellent team ethic.

J) and NHC

Narrow defeats against Tettenhall College st
Xl and an extremely strong Shrewsbury side
did not dampen the enthusiasm.
Overall an extremely enjoyable and
encouraging season. The whole team played
the game in the right spirit and many will go
on to play at a higher level. | would like to
express my thanks to Mr Carey and Mr
Benfield for running the team this season.
Greg Rollason (L6)
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Il the UI5 members would agree, our
Ateam was full of quality players and

that it had a lot of potential, but we
never really realised this potential as we
disappointingly lost a few more games than

we won — admittedly often against stronger
opposition.We were frustratingly knocked

U14.

his season saw the side really mature
| and develop. No longer were we

playing on the small pitches; we had to
get used to the size of the valley pitch and
how to use the space. Competition for places
grew with three new students to the squad
with Matt Danks, Dan Genner and Alex
Russon proving to be good new signings.
The start of the season was encouraging, with
comprehensive victories over St Edmunds
and Baverstock. The weather did its best to
intervene with the pitches beginning to
resemble lakes, however we pushed on, and
although we had limited success, we battled

out in the 2nd round of the City Cup against
an always strong Heath Park team on
Astroturf, but we did put in some good team
performances against Repton, RGS Worcester
and Abbotsholme — winning the latter 10-3
with Ed Potts scoring his first hat-trick .
Mention should also go to Jeff Hunt, Josh

hard against the likes of Manchester
Grammar, Repton and Shrewsbury. The
Shrewsbury game was the real
disappointment as we had battled so hard to
get a 2-1 lead, only to concede in the closing
minutes. The rest of the season proved that
we were learning as a squad, with some
pleasing victories against the likes of Edgecliffe
and RGS Worcester.

The City Cup was a disappointment, going
out to a useful St Peters side, which followed
an entertaining 6-3 win against The Kings's
School. The star on that day was Jonathan
Crawford who had an excellent season

Winter sports.

Doyle-Gibbons, Elliot Hopkin and Themba
Fraser for consistently good performances
throughout the season. Good luck to the boys
moving into senior football next year, and
many thanks to Mr Davies for his continued
support and encouragement.

Will Neild

overall, scoring plenty of goals, and being
hugely influential in midfield. It was a real
squad effort, with Matt Gwardiak performing
well in goal, and some strong defensive
displays from Nathan Williams, Lucas Johnson,
Sam Gibbons and Arjun Gill. Dan Genner
and |, forged a good understanding in midfield
often with Harry Corbett Evans, and Danny
Lamsdale working hard up front. Sim Batth
and Mehdi Raza also contributed well when
called upon. Thanks must go to Mr Johnstone
for all the time and effort he put into the
development of our squad.

Tom Husselbee
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Winter sports.

Ul3.

t was a mixed season for the U|3s.The

season started off with a bang, winning

3-0 against St Edmunds and an emphatic
win (and nice tea) against Prestfelde
Preparatory School put us in to the
second round of the ISFA cup against
Manchester Grammar. Unfortunately, for
this match we were hit with key injuries to
both myself and keeper Jake Foster The
team put in a great display but lost out
narrowly to a last minute goal, eventually
going down 2-1.
The rest of the season was shaping up
nicely, with another win on the board
against Baverstock but then a slightly
disappointing performance led to another
2-| defeat this time to Ellesmere College.
Next up was a re-match with Manchester

U12.

his season was an excellent learning
| curve for all the squad. Managed by Mr

Hills and Mr O'Malley we went through
some tough games knowing that the quality
was there; all we had to do was to keep
persevering and a good result would come
our way (even if we did have to wait a good
few games before it did!)
One of the early season games was against
Manchester Grammar School. We had trained
especially hard for this match.We started the
game well but after some Manchester
pressure the ball was dinked over our
defenders and their striker ran on into the
box to give them a deserved |-0 half time
lead. Manchester continued to dominate in
the second half going further ahead after

64 | Wulfrunian 2009

Grammar, a match we dominated and
really should have done better than a |-
draw. This left us thinking what might have
been in the ISFA cup.
After Christmas we had some cracking
results notably a win over RGS Worcester
7-0, with Joe Blount scoring four goals. As
Easter approached, we went on a good
run in the Wolverhampton City Cup,
culminating in an excellent 2-1 victory over
St Peters in the semi final. This game
featured a fantastic left foot volley from
Tom Heath. Unfortunately this was the last
game of the season since the final could
not be scheduled in.Thanks to Mr King
and Mr Munson for coaching and
supporting us throughout the year

Callum Keene 8S

scoring a second.We then switched on and
had some relentless pressure with Roshan
Jakhu, Andrew Pelenski and James Tatton
having good strikes at goal.VWWe managed to
pull one goal back but Manchester raised their
game and in an exciting second half they
eventually ran out 4-3 winners - our third goal
coming after good interplay between Joe
Hickman who set up Dimitri Patsiogiannis to
score.

Against Edgecliff High School we faired much
better. Brian Clough famously said “Show me a
good back four and I'll show you a good team”.
Clough's words were so true for us in this
game as Andrew Inglis, Elliot Rushton, Alex
Buckham and Daniel Gibbons weren't letting
anything past them.We ran out 2-0 winners

The Ul 3's had a good season: they were town
cup finalists, maybe better - who knows they
could have won it! Key injuries at key times
proved a hindrance to their progress and only
really after Christmas with a full strength squad
did they start to show their potential. There are
some gifted players in the team; Keano's ability to
see a pass, James Blount's striking of a football,
Elliot's reading of the game, Tom Heath'’s left foot,
Wahab Malik's finishing (providing he's not got
too much time) are all worthy of a mention. Mr
King and myself think of this group as the ‘what
might have beens’, they were so close in the ISFA
cup and probably deserved the City cup, but
clichéd as it may sound, football is all a game of ifs
and buts. Hopefully in future years the team can
turn their promise into something more tangible.
NPM/TK

with both goals scored by members of the
back four; Andrew heading home Roshan's
corner and Elliot striking another Roshan
corner into the net. We went home very
happy that day.
Even though many of the results have not
gone our way this year we have forged a
strong bond between us and we can be
proud of the spirit that kept us going. The Blg
Six players in the squad did exceptionally
well and even though a year younger; they are
very much part of this team.
A special thanks on behalf of the whole squad
to Mr Hills, Mr O'Malley (managers), Mr
Johnson, Mr King and Mr Crust who have all
helped us improve our football this year

Alex Buckham(Captain)




Winter sports.

Preaching to the converted
- a year of rugby.

he 2008-09 season saw the standing
| down of Mr Page as head of rugby at

the school and the appointment of Mr
Ryan as his successor. Not that Mr Page has
completely hung up his boots as he will
continue to work with Mr Ryan and the First
Team squad, and to educate Year 8 into the
finer intricacies of a game so dear to his
heart. Recognition must be given to Mr Page
for his many years service to rugby at the
school and without whom, countless
numbers of boys would have not had the
opportunity to play and develop as rugby
players and rugby would not have been a
significant sport at WGS.
The new season began with the intention of
providing a small, but regular, number of
fixtures for boys in all years so that they
could gain match experience; enabling them
to develop as individuals and as teams.

Unfortunately, as is oft the case, fate had its
hand to play.

We were only able to play a small number of
away fixtures during the first term as the
Valley pitch was flooded for four months by a
series of water mains leaks in the
neighbouring Games Field Green. Then after
Christmas many fixtures were cancelled due
to the rather unusual ‘old fashioned’ winter
we experienced during January and February.
After a somewhat shaky start to the season,
in early Spring the Ist XV put in their best
performance against New College Telford,
winning 31-10; whilst at the same time the
2nd XV had a convincing victory over
Deansfield School 43-0. The U5 XV had
some mixed results but were outstanding in
their decimation of Highfields School 42-0
and thus spoiling their |00 per cent record
against us over the past |3 years, offering a

glimpse of potential for the st XV and U 16
squads next year.
The delay to our season during the Autumn,
and the subsequent lull in the first half of the
Spring term, meant that players and teams
were just coming into some form as the
season came to its close and the warmth of
the sun and sound of leather on willow
beckoned.
During the summer term, spurred on by the
promise of burgeoning potential, the |st XV
were entered for the Daily Mail RBS National
Cup competition for the following season.
This was accompanied by the school securing
the sponsorship of a new First Team shirt by
Benham BMW, Wolverhampton and a
pre-season training programme which began
in early July for all squad members, with ‘no
gain, without pain, ever-ringing in their ears.
JPR
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Winter sports.

Netball.

Ist VII.

he season commenced and we were
| optimistic with a plentiful supply of

excellent senior netballers all fighting for
places.We endured some aggressive battles
against teams from other independent schools
alongside our more local rivals.
The moments that stick in my mind include
enduring freezing conditions to come out on
top against Cheltenham Ladies’ College and a
convincing win 48-2 | against Oswestry School.
Unfortunately when it came to the crunch
time, whilst representing Wolverhampton at
the South Staffordshire County Rounds we
failed to qualify for the Regionals' by one
painful goal. Although some months later when
playing against Wrekin College (who had won
the Regionals’ and were going on to the finals
of the National School’ Netball Tournament) it
was reassuring to find that we were not out-
played and despite our defeat, the game really
was head to head.
Some consolation was found when our U8
team, consisting of players from the |st and
2nd Vlls, reached the final of the City League.
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The Girls' High proved unstoppable in attack
but we were dignified runners-up!

A particular highlight in the year was playing
netball against a rabble of boys from the Ist XI
who confidently claimed that they would beat
us at our own game. Despite Adeo's eager
attempts to barge through in his pink tutu (yes,
the lads wore skirts- a good effort, it was just a
shame that their outfits didn't make up for their
lack of skill) the boys’ valiant and somewhat
hilarious attempt at netball utterly failed. The
girls won |5-1 in a match that lasted only 20
minutes. Good fun was had all made even
better by being played in the name of charity.
I'm in no doubt that the girls would not
hesitate to agree that the pinnacle of our
netball this year was our tour to Barbados. The
early season’s near misses, including failing to
qualify for the Regionals’, left us hungry for
victory and once in Barbados we harnessed
the sporting Barbadian aggression (and
channelled it productively of course). Despite
the initial feeling of intimidation brought about
by the stature of our hosts (even Lucy Crane

was vertically challenged) we soon sprang to
life. As a team we were unsurpassable and we
remained undefeated throughout our stay. The
lads' support for our last game created an
electric atmosphere in the National Stadium
and we were to stand tall - if a little exhausted
— at the end, proud of our success in beating
the Barbados National team by six goals. Sarah
Breakspeare, former netball captain here at
WGS was an invaluable addition to the team
and | hope my enthusiasm as captain (‘Eye of
the Tiger' springs to mind, girls) inspired others
to exceed their own expectations.
| wish Ozza, next year's captain, all the success
to lead her team in what is an ever-growing
and increasingly strengthening sport at this
school. Em"has provided stability to the First
Team and has proved her determination with
some brilliant play over these last two years.
Last but not least, a big thank you to Mrs
Dalzell, Miss Munden and Mrs Lloyd, without
whom, none of this fantastic netball would be
possible.

Sam Jones U6

3rd VII.

fter a couple of weeks training the 3rds
Agot off to an encouraging start, winning

our first game 37-5 against Cheltenham
Ladies' College. Unfortunately this trend didn’t
stick as we lost (but not without a fight) our next
couple of games against Shrewsbury, and Adam'’s
Grammar until, happily, we beat Cheltenham
again.
A number of the 3rd VIl were lucky enough to
take part in the netball and cricket tour to
Barbados which proved a fantastic sporting
experience. Amongst swimming with turtles and
jeep safaris, we played three quite difficult
matches. Unfortunately we lost the first two
games, but towards the end of our trip all those
extra fitness sessions paid off and we managed to
win our final game against Ellerton 22-20.
Back in England, the team suffered a couple of
losses and then battled very hard to score an
|8-18 draw against the Adam’s Grammar 2nds.
This draw was followed by three very strong wins
against other independent schools and before we
knew it, the end of the season was approaching
with our final match against Ellesmere. With Jen
Wilson leaving at the end of the year; we wanted
her last match to be victorious. With almost a
constant draw throughout the match, the 3rds
pulled ahead in the last few minutes to win 22-20.
A big well done to all the team and many thanks
to the staff, especially Mrs Lloyd, for coaching the
3rds through this season.

Eleanor Barratt L6



Ule.

o step up and train with the seniors has
| been a challenging experience but |
think everyone inYear | | has
performed really well. The highlight of the year
has to be the sports tour to Barbados.What
an amazing trip! We got to explore the island,
chill on the beaches, eat in the local
restaurants and we played some tough netball
too.We all loved every minute of it.
On returning to the rather less glamorous
Wolverhampton, the next really big match to
look forward to was the City League Final
against the Girls’ High. It was close all the way
through, and as usual the Girls High put up a
good fight, but | think Barbados had given us
an edge, and by the time the final whistle had
gone, we had won! So all in all, it has been a
very successful season for the U | és.
Just to finish I'd like to thank Mrs Dalzell, Miss
Munden and Mrs Lloyd who have worked so
hard and supported us since the beginning; all
the staff who made Barbados possible and
also to the girls for their commitment and
dedication.
The U6 team: Georgina Baker; Jess Carty,
Freya Husselbee, Rachel Isgar, Jordan Moxey,
Mollie Parr, Steph Thomas, Jenny Wilson and
Carrie Wright.

Jordan Moxey | IC

U14 A.

his year has been a very exciting season
| for our netball team. Once again we

got off to a great start by winning our
first match against Cheltenham Ladies’ College
(by our biggest margin so far). This was
followed by an outstanding match against
Newcastle-Under-Lyme. In which, not only did
we not have our full strength side but some of
us had to play out of position.We also had to
play the first quarter a player down resulting
in some brave Year 7 and 8 players stepping in
to help out. Despite narrowly losing out, we
certainly felt we had given our all and when
our regular team faced the same opposition
later in the season we came home with a
tremendous victory under our belts.
In October we played in the Wolverhampton
Schools' Tournament and were unbeaten
throughout. As a result we went on to
represent the area at the South Staffordshire
County Rounds. Having drawn a match early
on (against the eventual County Champions)
we faced our nemesis team - Tettenhall
College who were also representing
Wolverhampton. This was a match that would
decide whether we went through to the
Regional Finals. Unfortunately a difference of
one goal meant that we finished third and
didn't make it through.
Once again this year we reached the final of
the City Schools’ League. After plain sailing in
the group stages we met Tettenhall College
once again in the final. WWe had taken the City
Tournament title and they were up for a
battle. We lost our heads and unfortunately
came second.
All'in all we have had a tremendous season
and we look forward to next year with drive
and determination to come out on top.

Evie Carty, 9B

Winter sports.

Ul2 A.

he team did not get off to a great start,
| we lost most of our matches at the

beginning of the season, but as we had
more practices and the cooperation between
team members improved we started to
progress.We had remarkable matches against
Stafford Grammar; St Peter’s, Thomas Telford
and Solihull.
All the team’s hard work paid off when we
won the Wolverhampton Schools’
Tournament. We knew it was going to be a
challenge, particularly when we reached the
final and found out we were to face The Girls’
High. At half time it did not look very
promising but we pulled it back and won 5-3.
Throughout the season we had been playing
in the Wolverhampton Schools’ League. We
had some spectacular games against our local
rivals and reached the final having won all our
group matches. The final was against The Girls’
High and this time we beat them much more
convincingly, 20-7.
Overall the team has played extremely well.
We would like to say a big thank you to all the
teachers and staff who have helped us
throughout the year and to our parents for
their amazing support.

Ul12 B.

Firstly | would like to say well done to the

Olivia Jones 7R

Year 7 B team for playing an excellent

year of netball. Thank you Mrs Dalzell for
giving me the opportunity to be captain for
the team.
Everyone played really well as individuals, but
we have grown stronger and stronger as a
team.The matches we played this year have
been excellent; winning three (Tettenhall
College - 16-1; Ounsdale - | -1 and Solihull -
[5-2) drawing against Perton Middle and
losing just one.We also played in the City
Schools Tournament reaching the semi-finals
but sadly losing against the WGS's Year 7 A
Team. Finally | would like to say thank you to:
Lara Fraser; Kimeron Kandola; Olivia Bolas;
Alex Wilmot; Abi Lavil; Ellen Hopwood;
Bethany Parlane; Serena Ganger and Amrita
Samra. It has been a pleasure to play and be
involved with the Year 7 B netball team and |
can't wait for next year, BRING [T ON!!

Mary-Anne Willets (7R)
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Winter sports.

Caribbean queens'.

I personally was so
excited about our tour
to Barbados that I was
on oxygen for half of
the flight out there.

s you know we took three teams —
Aour first team, second team and an
U6 team.
We had four fixtures which were all played at
the National Netball Stadium in St. Michael’s
area of Barbados. This was a 25 minute
journey from our accommodation and we
took each trip in the hired mini-buses.
The under | 6s played first and came off
worse for the heat, as at 4 o'clock when their
matches began, the temperature was still well
into the 70s with the sun out. By the time the
last matches of the fixture were starting the
floodlights were switched on.
Mrs Dazell had put us through our warm ups
before the games and the opposition were
amused to see us in the heat using the rope
ladder for footwork practice. | think they
thought we were mad warming up in such
temperatures, in fact the majority of us agreed
with them! At the end of the game the coach
from Barbados asked if they could purchase
the rope ladder when we left but we gave it
them as a gift — the girls from Barbados
weren't then quite so amused.
Out of the total of 12 games we won eight -
may | add that the Ists won all their games -
including the last match of the series, which
was played by against their National U9 side.
We were one goal ahead after the third
quarter but in the end it was a victory for
Wolverhampton Grammar School by a
margin of six goals.In most games during the
first two quarters of a match the opposition
gave us a tough time but by the last quarter
our fitness really showed and we were able to

keep the pace up and dominate in the
matches we won.
Before we went on tour the fitness
programme in place here in the UK really
pushed us but | am sure it paid off in the heat.
One of the most memorable parts of the
match was at the end when the opposition
coach got both teams together and we all
held hands in a ring giving cheers for each
team. We then gave out a memento for each
of the girls along with a school pennant for
the captain.
Most young people in our country will never
get the chance to have a holiday in the
Caribbean let alone go there on a sports tour
with their friends. At Wolverhampton
Grammar School we have a privileged
education and | hope that all of us who
toured such a wonderful country, full of
friendly and generous people, realise what a
privilege it has been to represent their school
abroad.
It has been a pleasure to play in a team of
dedicated girls and an honour for me to
captain the Netball in my final year at
Wolverhampton Grammar School: not only in
England but also on our tour to Barbados.
The Tour was a great success both in terms of
results and also in the camaraderie that was
present throughout the trip.
On behalf of all of the netballers who were
fortunate enough to go, | thank those who
were good enough to take us, along with
those who helped in any way at all to make it
happen.

Sam Jones
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Netball

results.

U18 B Team.

Played Won Lost Drawn
5 2 3 0
Played Won Lost Drawn
10 8 3 2

City League Champions 2009

Represented Wolverhampton at the South
Staffordshire County Rounds of the National
Schools’ Championships and finished 4th.

Ul4 A Team.

Played Won Lost Drawn
20 Il 7 2

Year 9 City Schools' Tournament Winners 2009
Year 9 City Schools' League Runners-up 2009
Represented Wolverhampton at the South
Staffordshire County Rounds and finished 3rd.

U13 B Team.

Played Won Lost Drawn
5 3 2 0
City Schools' Friendly League Semi-finalists 2009

Ist VII.

Played Won Lost Drawn
23 18 4 |

Represented Wolverhampton at South Staffs

County Rounds of The National Schools’
Competition and finished 3rd.

2nd VII.

Played Won Lost Drawn
22 12 9 I
U15 A Team.
Played Won Lost Drawn
21 19 2 0

City Schools Tournament Runners-up 2009
City Schools’ League Champions 2009

Ul4 B Team.

Played Won Lost Drawn
8 6 2 0
U12 A Team.
Played Won Lost Drawn
16 10 5 I

Year 7 City Schools' Tournament Winners 2009
Year 7 City Schools’ League Champions 2009

Winter sports.

U18 A Team.

Played Won Lost Drawn
3 3 0 0

Wolverhampton Schools' League Runners-up
2009

3rd VII.

Played Won Lost Drawn
12 6 5 I
U15 B Team.
Played Won Lost Drawn
10 2 8 0
U13 A Team.
Played Won Lost Drawn
I3 13 0 0

City Schools Tournament Winners 2009
City Schools’ League Champions 2009

U12 B Team.

Played Won Lost Drawn
5 3 I I

Year 7 City Schools' Tournament semi-finalists
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Winter sports.

Hockey.

he girls Ist XI hockey team have had
| lots of positives this season, with only a
few negatives. It has been very
enjoyable to be captain along side Catherine
Fyfe, and to be involved with such a nice
bunch of people. Our first match was against
Denstone - one of our toughest opponents.
Last year we lost | 1-0 however we improved
this year losing only 9-0' WGS still battled
well with it being 5-0 at half time, and
friendships started to become apparent.
Our second match against Abbotsholme we
won 7-1. Goal scorers included Cindy who
scored four; and Natalie, Lottie and Lizzie who
all scored one each. This was our first win of
the season, and a good one at that.
In the 7-a-side tournament we won one,
drew two and lost two.
In the County Tournament we beat Stafford
Grammar and Thomas Alleynes - it is always
good to beat Stafford Grammar. We only lost
one match that day. Goals scored were Cindy
(two), Phoebe and Lizzie one each.

ith a new Coach whilst Mrs
Hannah was looking after her
new son, the girls were keen to

impress this year. The team marched on with
a good season which included some
memorable matches and individual
performances. We were lucky to have Mrs
Laura Newton as a coach, who helped us
battle hard through each match improving
our skills and fitness along the way.

| think the girls will all agree that the season’s

he season started slowly for the Ul 3s as
| we missed crucial training sessions due

to the weather. This meant we lost our
first match of the season which was a morale
knock for the girls. As the season progressed
however; so did the players, winning some very
difficult matches against local rivals.
Our hardest match was against Denstone
College in which we were narrowly defeated
3-2. Towards the end of the season, we didn't
perform as well as we could have done, but it
is something to improve upon next year
Our top scorers were Sarah Hickman (5), Abi
Houghton (3), Lizzie Sargent and Rachael
Booth (2), and Laura Legister and Hannah
Fellows-Cox () which helped make our 5 - 0
win against Tettenhall College so fantastic.
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Later in the year we lost to Newcastle 4-0

which didn't reflect how we played. The same

applied to the 5-3 loss to Solihull. Wrekin was
again another big defeat, losing 8-0 though
again this is an improvement on the 9-1 loss
last year

Although we may have lost heavily to some
teams, we also managed to beat other teams
by some big scores: King Edward’s,
Stourbridge 7-0. Beating The Girls High 13-0
with Cindy scoring six, was another great
result for the team. Overall we played 19
matches; winning eight, losing eight and
drawing three. The scores on the doors being:
goals for — 41, against - 32. Goalscorers were:
Cindy - 23, Lizzie — 5, Lottie, Phoebe, Hannah
and Fyfe - 2, Hattie, Natalie, Harriet and
Charlotte — |.Thanks must go to Zoe who
played for us a few times and who scored
once, and thanks also to Ria who played on a
few occasions.

| would like to say a big thank you on behalf
of Fyfe and myself to all the team for a great

highlight was beating our closest rivals,
Wolverhampton Girls High school, | [-0 with
most of the team scoring - apart from our
goalkeeper, Sarah Cottrill who played
extremely well all season.

Another highlight of the season was the
attempt to take part in a tournament held at
Denstone College. On our way, with Mrs
Newton driving, the mini bus decided to
break down.The girls helping push the mini
bus back in to a parking space, keeping spirits

I'would like to thank all the teachers that
helped us throughout the season and the

season, during which we have had some good
laughs. | would like to thank Mrs Newton and
Miss Mcallister for helping us with hockey and
putting up with us at times too. | wish
everyone the best of the luck for the future
and hope the team continues to go from
strength to strength.

Cindy Harvey (U6)

high by singing songs from each other’s iPods.
Goals have come from all in the team with
Alice Baldwin being very sharp in centre of
midfield and Sophie Warren and Evie Carty
commanding the strong back four These
three are certainly no exception however, as
everyone deserves praise for never letting
the team spirit drop and giving 100 per cent
in each game.We all look forward to making
the most of our last season together next
year

parents who encouraged us along the way.
Sarah Hickman, Captain (8S)



irls"hockey is now a well-established
G sport at WGS and there are now

enough OWs for an | |-a-side game
against the WGS st XI. The first game, of
what is hoped will become an annual event,
was played on the Saturday before Christmas.
The OWs managed to get a full team plus
substitutes whilst the school team were a
couple of players down, so their coach, Laura
Newton, played with them. Lucy Pearson also
came back for the game and joined the WGS
Ist XI.
Although some people hadn't picked up a
hockey stick in a long time, the OWs started
well, applying a lot of pressure on the WGS
defense, who held out until halfway through
the first half when the OWs took the lead.
The OWs added a second just before
half-time to make it 2-0, with their goalkeeper
as yet untroubled.
In the second half, having got used to how
everyone played, the OWs put together a lot
more passes and created numerous chances.
WGS also gained some confidence and nearly
scored, but for the OW goalkeeper diving
down to her right with a fine save at full
stretch. WGS began to tire and were left
exposed at the back, with the OWs slotting
away four goals after strong attacking play
from the midfields and forwards driving into
the circle to cause the WGS goalkeeper a lot
of problems. The final goal was a clean strike
from a well-earned short corner; to end the
game at 7-0.
Hopefully same time, same place, same result
next year!

EleanorTrafford (OW 1995-2002)

y weekend assessment consisted of
M umpiring five games from the U5
and U7 Girls’ National Finals. Each
game was 25 minutes each way which, with
the heat, took a lot out of you.
| umpired three games on Saturday, spread
across the day. Each game was watched by an
Umpire Coach, and it would be their report
and observations that would determine
whether or not | would make it onto the
panel. Each game was a success with me
improving each time.
On Sunday | had another U5 game to start
the day between Kent (the eventual winners)
and Somerset. This was the best game so far,
and the Umpire Coach was really impressed
afterwards. After this, | had a very important
UI17 game, important in that the winner
would likely be the overall winner: As it was,
Derbyshire won the game, and then the
tournament.
After my final game | received a de brief from
the Umpire Manager and coaches who said
they were really impressed with the way |
handled the games, so much so they are going
to suggest | either go straight onto the A
panel or be given the chance to move up
onto it very soon. Either way | am now part
of the NYUPL (National Young Umpire
Promising List), a group of 20 of the best
young umpires in the country. This group
appoint to National Finals and Joint
International games across the season
throughout the UK and Europe. It is the
highest level young umpires can achieve in this
country, and is the umpiring equivalent of
playing for your country.
Alex Bandurak Ué

Winter sports.

he WGS Mixed Hockey Team began
| their season on the return to school in
January. This season promised some
excellent games of mixed hockey, as well as
the chance for some silverware. With
opposition from many of the teams that we
had played pre-Christmas in the ‘'single-sex’
games, it was with some knowledge of the
opposition (their style of player, key players,
etc.) that gave WGS a cutting edge.
The Mixed season brought with it the usual
array of comical/fun style games, indeed a
veteran goalkeeper of seven years (me)
getting to play outfield in one game provided
a string of choice phrases from Chris Tutton
as he said it would never happen! Never tell
an Upper Sixth what he can and can't do!
The pinnacle of the season came a couple of
weeks before the end of the spring term, at
the WGS Mixed Hockey Festival. | say WGS
Festival as we have hosted the tournament
since its conception, and this year was bigger
than ever! A full report on the tournament
can be found on the website, but in brief,
suffice to say that WGS performed admirably.
We entered two teams and for the first time
ever, both teams were captained by a
goalkeeper - a feat never before heard ofl
The A team progressed well through the
pool games, winning their group and moving
on to the semi-final. Unfortunately the results
did not go in favour of our B team, and they
were unable to progress beyond the pools.
The A team then won the semi 6-0 against
Ludlow. It should be noted that WGS have
not made it as far as the final in five or so
years, and have not won it in just as many
years. The final was against last year's winners
and local rivals, Tettenhall College. After a
very close game, WGS won 4-3. A fantastic
result!
This was the first piece of silverware that
WGS hockey had brought home in recent
years, and to do it on home turf was
amazing. In all, a very successful season: a lot
of laughs, a chance for both the boys and girls
teams to interact more than normal, and a
trophy - what could be better? Bring on
more results and trophies next year.
Alex Bandurak U6
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Winter sports.

U12 Girls’.

he U2 girls’hockey team had a
| very good season. Thanks to the
brilliant coaching of Miss McAllister
and Mrs Newton, who has sadly left us to
become the manager of the England
Women's Cricket Squad.
We have improved so much since the
beginning of the year and have won our

1st XI Boys'.

t was admittedly with a little trepidation

that | took over as hockey captain this

year-with so many of last years team
moving on to university, how could we
hope to do as well as previous years?
Would we even have a team? Fortunately
these feelings were ill-founded. We gained
Joe Harper from U6, who became a regular
in the side, along with Nick Bandurak, Wes
Lawrence and Puvann Samra from Year | |.
We started off the season with Bishop
Veseys, and despite a slow start we came
back to win the game 4-3. Nick Bandurak
only scored one goal in this game - but
went on to score in every game this year, an
added bonus! Our second game of the year
(Princethorpe) was also a win, which saw us
going unbeaten to what we knew would be
a strong Bridgnorth Endowed squad. A very
slow start saw us | - 4 at half time, and then
we seemed to wake up! (or maybe it was
the famed “Anderson team-talk”). The
second half was arguably the best
comeback of the year, which saw us return
the score to level 5-5, and then even push
for the winning goall Three weeks later saw
us travel away to Shrewsbury Sixth Form -
the hardest team on the fixture list. This
school has a habit of beating WGS sides by
double-figures, and we were adamant it
wasn't going to happen again. Some great
play saw us level at half time (2-2), however
we couldn’t contain them in the second half,
and they went on to win 3-6. Our first loss
of the season, so understandably people
were down.We made KES, Stourbridge pay
for it the week after though, with an 8-0
victory which saw Ollie Wintrip and Joe
Harper scoring their first goals for the
school.
Post half-term saw us with four games, the
first three of which were victories. Scores of
|0-5 ,4-1 and on the third week 7-1 saw us
on fire. Indeed, the |0-5 victory was against
KEVI Camp Hill, the Head's old school,
much to Mr Darby's delight. The final game
before Christmas saw us come up against
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fair share of games.We also came joint
fourth (by one goal) in the Denstone
Hockey tournament, which was very
encouraging. Overall the girls should be
extremely proud of themselves and | think
we will be very successful next year.

Pippi Grantham-Wright, Captain (7S)

Newcastle-under-Lyme school, traditionally
a very tough opponent. Despite a well
fought game we did the ‘usual' WGS thing of
going several goals ahead, and then letting
the opposition back in it, resulting in a 4-4
draw.

Despite this however, we'd had one of the
best pre-Christmas seasons on record, if not
the best! Won 8, Drew 2, Lost |, with 58
goals scored and only 29 conceded.
Unfortunately post-Christmas we couldn’t
recreate the fantastic flow of hockey we'd
had going. Due to bad weather, we were
only able to play three games (one of which
we spent two hours clearing snow and ice
off the pitch - a definite show of
dedication!). We travelled away to
Princethorpe for a re-match at the end of
January, and despite a valiant effort, lost 3-4
in a very close contest. The other two
games were unfortunately losses as well,
going down 3-4 to Adams Grammar; and
then 4-8 to a very strong KES, Birmingham
side.

Despite the post-Christmas scores, we had
a remarkable season, one that will go down
as one of the best in WGS Hockey history.
Played [4,VWon 8, Drew 2, Lost 4, scored
67, conceded 44.Top goal scorers for this
year were Nick Bandurak on 26, Haydn
Rowlands on 14 and Tom Hammond on 12,
two of whom beat Andy Peters’ previous
record set a few seasons ago (see below).
In all we had a fantastic season, with a
strong attacking force in the form of Haydn,
Nick and Tom (hence the goals), with Chris
Tutton, Ollie Wintrip, Joe Harper and Alex
Wake sitting in behind. With a defensive
line of Dave Ward, Tom Oakes, Ben Acton,
Wes Lawrence and myself in goal it meant
we were one of the strongest teams fielded
by WGS in recent years. Special thanks to
Mr Anderson for travelling with us to every
game, and coaching us along every step of
the way; the great Glyn Thomas for
umpiring virtually every week; Billy Jawanda
for coaching us on Monday nights, and also

to Mrs Newton and Miss McAllister for
supporting us during games.
Thanks also to a couple of Year |Os that
stepped up to play when required - Danvir
Randhawa when | was unable to play in
goal, and John Hickman, Dan Roberts and
Callum Barry who all had games for the
senior team this year.
So as | now hand over the captaincy to
Dave Ward, | wish the squad all the best,
and thank them for the hard work they
have put in this season.

Alex Bandurak U6

y usual end of year thanks goes to
M Alex for his hard work and

dedication to not only the
captaincy, but to school hockey throughout
his seven years at WGS. He became the
first winner of the Purshouse Hockey Prize
for all his efforts. | would also add that Alex
has been awarded a place on the
international umpire panel this year — a
fantastic achievement. His brother Nick has
been playing regularly for Cannock Ists (the
top men'’s side in the country) and also for
the England under 18s in the European
Championships — an outstanding level for a
student of just 16. | look forward to next
season with a real sense of anticipation.

NJCA



U14 Boys'.

n the spring term the U [4's had one match

against Great Wyrley. The match started

out at a very high pace with the ball
travelling rapidly from end to end. Each team
had chances, but after about 10 minutes we
had a short corner which was saved but the
rebound was pushed into the ‘D’ by Ed
Williams who found Matthew Pritchard who
scored. After this we had most of the ball play
and put pressure on Great Wyrley. This
pressure paid off because later on in the half,
a ball from Henry Grantham-Wright
rebounded off the goalkeeper's pads only for
Ed Williams to flick it into the goal.
In the second half we had many chances with
Mathew Pritchard and Henry
Grantham-Wright missing open goals. We
also got a bit slack in giving away the ball up
front, but our defence, marshalled by Ricky
Lally held up.With a minute left, we made a
great counter-attack with Ben Hart teeing up
Henry Grantham-Wright for the third goal.
Final score: 3-0 to WGS.

Henry Grantham-Wright 9D

U13 Boys'.

n our only match of the season against

Birchfield, we got off to a good start with

Ben Hart assisting Gurpal Mann to score
the first goal after in first few minutes.\We
held onto the 1-0 lead until half time. Shortly
after the re-start however, Birchfield scored
their first to make it |-, quickly followed by a
second. With about |0 minutes to go, they
scored their third and final goal, through a
short corner. So it came to an end with us
losing 3-1, however the score line didn't fully
reflect how well we played.

Ben Hart 9C

Captains XI.

WGS Captains XI  10-2  WGS Select Xl
Peters (3) Litchfield
Middleton (3) Bandurak

Mustone (2)
Gray
Ablard

Captains: Pearson, Fleet, Scott, Griffiths,
Anderson, Gray, Ablard, Murphy, Middleton,
Mustone, Peters, Hills

Select XI: Randhana, Acton, Oakes, Ward,
Bustin, Crossley, Litchfield, Rogers, Rowlands,
Tutton, Hammond, Gough, N.Bandurak

nce again some of the finest WGS
O hockey players turned up for what

has definitely become a fiercely
contested and eagerly anticipated fixture in
the school’'s hockey calendar. The Captains
Xl side, who have been humbled in recent
years by their 2004 st Xl rivals, sought a
return to their usual dominance. With this in
mind Nic Anderson assembled what may in
time be considered the strongest side ever
witnessed in this fixture.To ensure that the
game would not become too one-sided, the
best of the current crop at WGS were
strengthened with players from that 2004
team.
The game as always proved to be another
thrilling encounter for the spectators, with
some magnificent hockey being played by
both sides.We were treated to what was a
warm, sunny spring morning, and both sides
gave their all in an absorbing first half. As we
have come to expect in these games, the
pace was electric with neither side shying
away from big tackles. It was the Captains’
who asserted themselves first, and set out
to control much of the opening encounters.

Winter sports.

The early pressure paid off with the
Captains Xl capitalising and stretching out
into an early lead; with Peters, Middleton
and Mustone all looking clinical up front. The
Select Xl looked sharp and creative, with
Will Rogers constantly posing a threat
through the middle, but they were limited
only to a few clear cut chances. Late on in
the first half however the Select XI were
able to convert off a well worked short
corner and a typical Matt Litchfield finish
It would have been easy for the Select XI to
go in at a half time and let their heads drop,
but this was far from the case. They came
out in the second half, strengthened by the
appearance of Nick Bandurak, and took the
game to the Captains’, creating several good
chances. The game then saw a true touch of
class from Bandurak, as he rounded several
players and buried a superb reverse stick
shot into the roof of the net.The Captains’
in response stepped up to the challenge and
reasserted their control on the game, with
the excellent midfield duo of Ablard and
Gray both getting on the score sheet from
what were well worked moves. Goals late
on from Middleton and Peters secured hat
tricks for each of them and helped round off
what was an impressive performance by the
Captains’ side.
While this year the Captains' X| proved too
strong for their opponents, it was an
enjoyable match for all involved, and
everyone will look forward to renewing
hostilities next year The quality of hockey
on show, once again, is a credit to the
standard of hockey produced at WGS
throughout the years. Every player out
there appreciated the efforts that this
school, and Nic Anderson in particular; have
made to promote hockey and the match
was truly a great reflection of this.

Matt Griffiths (OW 1997-2004)
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Fives alive.

he initial core of boys who started
| playing in January 2007 are now in Year
9 and competing at Under 4 level. A

very pleasing Midland U 14 Championship
saw two WGS pairs in the semi-finals; sadly
WGS Il (Ben Hart & Owen Shave) didn't
have quite enough experience to make the
final. However, in the final WGS | (Tom
Weston & Matt Pritchard) won a tightly
fought match to defeat St Olaves | by two
sets to one.
The Autumn Ladder Competition, where the
boys compete on an individual basis, saw the
four WGS boys occupy the top three courts
for most of the day. Individual glory was not
forthcoming on this occasion, but collectively
WGS finished top (Stowe, Uppingham, KES
and Aldenham all showing good progress in
their performances).
Home and away fixtures with KES
Birmingham and Shrewsbury School
provided great experience for the increasing
number of players at U4 level. It was very
pleasing to field seven pairs in the away
fixture at Shrewsbury. The HSBC Schools

Four into fives does go.

Championships at Eton saw WGS back in
the main U4 competition and proved to be
a great experience for the two pairs. Ben
Hart and Tom Husselbee did very well to
progress from their pool, however, they
came up against one of the many high quality
Highgate pairs in the second round and lost
out narrowly. Matthew Pritchard and Tom
Weston also negotiated successful passage
to the second round where they had a
tough game against Berkhamsted I.
Berkhamsted took the first set, however,
Matt and Tom dug deep and prevailed. The
last 16 saw Wolverhampton | play
Shrewsbury II, sadly after a long and
demanding day of Fives, progression to the
quarter finals proved elusive against an
experience Salopian pair.
There are a healthy number of new players
coming through inYears' 6, 7 and 8, who will
all hopefully develop during the coming
season to feature in the increasing number of
School matches. Many thanks to all involved
in helping and supporting Fives at WGS.

Mark Yates

Cross country.

he league races, held at Colton Hills and

Wednesfield, again proved competitive,

particularly in the lower age groups. It
was therefore a tremendous effort from all
concerned that we were able to win the
senior league, as well as theYear |0/1 | and 8/9
leagues. In addition, the Year 7 team came a
very close second in their league.
As they are team events it is unfair to pick out
too many individuals, as all who took part
deserve immense credit. However thanks must
go to Dominic Wollam who led the senior
team well; Dan Jones and Luke Gainham for
leading by example in the Year | | races and
Elliot Hopkin, who by hobbling around the
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Wednesfield course meant that our team won
the race. Clearly the best individual
performance was by Dan Genner, who won all
his Year 9 races by a large margin; he is clearly
a talent. In the junior age groups all the
runners pushed themselves hard, but special
mention should go to Alistair Carey (Blg Six)
who ran with great credit against older boys.
The City Championships unfortunately fell
during our holidays, so we only had very few
entries. Josh Evans pushed himself hard in the
Year 7 race, however it was Dan Genner who
again stole the show with an outstanding run,
becoming Year 9 City Champion.

Nigel Crust




Winter sports.

Meet the teams.
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Summer sports.

Cricket.
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LAST MAN

1st XI.

nother tough season, where positive
‘ N results were hard to come by, but

there were still times when we did
have the upper hand. Against the likes of King's
and RGS Worcester, Nottingham High School
and Repton however, you need to be
consistent, and maybe that is what we lacked.
We also never quite got it together with the
bat where you need to be getting over 200

regularly — something we never quite achieved.

With the tour to Barbados, the squad came
into the season in good spirits which kept
them going during the tough times. A great
deal of credit should also go to captain Tom
Meek, whose enthusiasm rubbed off on the
team, never allowing heads to drop.

The season started with a good close game
against King's Chester and a dominant
performance against Newcastle-Under-Lyme
School. The next few games were tough, but
Michael McEwen bowled with pace and
accuracy, and he had a very able partner in
Nick Bandurak, who hurried many openers.
Before exam season, we had the opening
round of the National 20/20 competition
which was an enjoyable change for the boys.
We competed well in two of the games,
however Repton proved to be too strong
once again.

June saw some battling performances against
Wrekin and KES Birmingham and the season
ended with an eventful game against the

|

0

Head's XI, with Richard Logan (OW) hitting a
six to win with one ball left.
With only two st Xl regulars leaving it is
hoped that next year's XI|, under the new
captain Chris Bate will learn from this season’s
experiences. A great motivator and talented
batsman, there is no doubt Chris is the right
man for the job and there will be plenty of
ability under him: Michael Jones had an
impressive first season in the team, opening
the batting well, and bowling off-spin with
impressive control. Dan Powner showed at
times what he can do with the bat, and with
Hardeep Randhawa and Oliver Wagstaff will
be the backbone of the batting next year. Add
to this, Will Nield, who as aYear |0, impressed
many with his batting, then we should be able
to post some higher totals. Sam Griffiths and
Ben Willis both threatened with the ball, Ben's
six wickets against Wrekin being a real
highlight. Luke Gainham started to bowl with
more control and rhythm and has real
potential. Thanks must also go to Joe Harper
and Harry Adey who bowled well for us this
season and have contributed a great deal to
cricket at WGS.
Final thanks must go to Tom and Les who
battled the elements to produce some
excellent wickets, Brian Hall (OW) and Jackie
for their help umpiring and scoring and to Earl
and the team for the lunches and teas.

Nigel Crust



2nd XI.

aving coached cricket in the middle
|—| school throughout my time at WGS,

taking the 2nd X1 was to be my first
taste of senior cricket, and what a pleasant
experience it was. The season started with a 33
runs victory against King's Chester thanks to
some tight bowling and a rousing 27 from
Hamish Roberts at the tail of the innings. This
was followed by another victory against
Newcastle-Under-Lyme, mainly due to a
lightning 68 by Alex Wake followed by cavalier
batting by Jacob Mansley and Alec Walton.The
third game was against Oldswinford and again
the side came out on top. Even though the
opposition scored |75, we knocked them off
with ease, with Pawan Samra the anchor and
Nick Mottram and Greg Rollason providing the
fireworks.
The team’s first defeat was at the hands of
King's Worcester; where we scrambled an
inadequate 105 but made Worcester work hard
for victory with some tight bowling by Harper,
Rollason and Roberts who grabbed six wickets
between them.The game against King Edward’s,
Birmingham, saw us bow! out the opposition for
[45 and reply with a solid 55 for 3 with lots of
overs left, only for the heavens to open up and
flood the square in minutes; | am confident we
would have gained another victory. The
performance against RGS, Worcester was a
disappointing one as we managed to score only
[42 including another fine 49 by Alex Wake
however the opposition knocked off the runs
for 4 wickets down in less than 20 overs.This
was then followed by the worst performance of
the season, versus Nottingham High School,
who would prove to be too strong for us in
most departments of the game.
Overall, this was a successful season and Mr

U15.

he UI5's had a season of mixed

results but promising performances.

We started off well with a win over
Newcastle-Under-Lyme with Will Nield
hitting his very first century and his fellow
opener Gavin Cheema scoring 64.The
following match against King's School,
Worcester was narrowly won mainly due to
the heroics of Josh Doyle-Gibbons hitting his
highest score of 41.
One of the toughest fixtures of the season
then followed against Nottingham High
School:in a low scoring match we narrowly
lost as our batsmen failed to set a high
enough score. This was then followed by the
low point of the season, as we were bowled

Crust will be pleased that a number of these
players will be knocking on the Ist X| door
next season. Jansimran Nurpuri will make a fine
bat; Puvann Samra will never give his wicket
away cheaply; Mike Inglis is a fine all rounder
who just needs to believe in himself; Alex Wake
has tremendous hitting power; Greg Rollason is
an effective all rounder and competitior; Ajay
Sharma is a reliable swing bowler who, if he
does leave, will be sorely missed; Jacob Mansley
proved to be another that fell into the all
rounder category and played with a smile on his
face; Rehman Crisp did a good job as
wicketkeeper, standing up to the stumps to the
medium pacers as well as spinners; George

out for 64 by KES Five Ways. Our local rivals
Tettenhall College came up next and one of
the season’s best all round performances
saw Us gain a convincing victory. Our next
fixture against KES Birmingham was
abandoned due to rain when we were in a
frustratingly strong position. Then came
another tough fixture against Repton, and
after Benji Pearson had made an excellent
70, our batting crumbled and we were
unable to score the necessary 144 off 35
overs. Finally, in our last match of the season,
against RGS Worcester; we put together an
excellent batting performance, reaching 200
off 35 overs, this included some of the
biggest hitting from Benji Pearson on his way

Summer sports.

Rickards plays his cricket as his football, hard and
uncompromising; Nick Mottram played some
fine innings, especially against Oldswinford;
Hamish Roberts could bowl at a fearsome pace
and it is a great loss to cricket at school that he
is moving on next year; Joe Harper made a
couple of cameo appearances and is a real
character to have in your side; Alec Walton is an
out and out team player, always giving of his best
and he just loves to play; Harry Adey led by
example and no batsman looked comfortable
against his tight bowling.

Well done to all and thank you for such an
enjoyable season.

to a score of 99!
Throughout the season our best bowlers
were Elliot Hopkin with |3 wickets, Ed Potts,
9, Sam Amos, 8 and Kuran Sidhu, 7.We were
hampered a little, by losing our captain Will
Nield to the Ist XI on many occasions, but it
has to be said that it is rare for aYear |10 boy
to regularly play senior cricket, much to his
great credit. Our thanks must be given to
our coach Mr Browning who lead us
throughout the season. Some very good
individual performances throughout the
season suggest the immediate future for the
I'st Xl should be very bright.

Will Nield & Benji Pearson
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Summer sports.

his season was one of the longest ever,
| finishing in September; however in the
end, all the effort was worthwhile.
The season started with the usual competitive
friendly games, against Newcastle-Under-Lyme
School, and a strong Shropshire U 3 side, both
of which we won. Tough games followed
against King's Worcester and Nottingham High
School in which we showed glimpses of what
we were capable of, but were under a lot of
pressure. Rain brought an early end to our
game against KES Birmingham, and RGS
Worcester gave us a little bit of a batting
lesson.
The cup was the real highlight of the season
however. After a tough first round match, we
made smooth progress to the semi-final
against Newcastle-Under-Lyme School. We
fielded first, and produced a tidy all round
display. Some accurate bowling by Wahab
Malik, Alex Daniel and Tom Weston, was
backed up in the field by the likes of Tom
Husselbee, Matt Danks and Luke Hopkin.
Adam Barlow also grew in confidence behind
the stumps.We then knocked off their total for
the loss of two wickets: a patient innings by
Aaron Patel, and some strong hitting by Danny
Lamsdale getting us into the final.
For many reasons the final was not played until
September, against a strong John Taylor High
School side. We batted first, and put on over
one hundred for the first wicket, with Aaron
Patel again contributing well, but Tom Weston's
outstanding | |4 proved the difference
between the two sides. John Taylor made a
good attempt at chasing down the target,
however fell |5 runs short. Our victory puts
us in the National Knockout for next year.
[t was a most enjoyable season with everyone
contributing, and the likes of Henry
Grantham-Wright and Matt Pritchard making
real progress. Thanks must also go to Mr
Carey and Mr Davies for all the time and
effort they put in.
Tom Husselbee
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fthough the results would point to a
Amixed season, there were plenty of

good performances and reasons to be
optimistic for the future.
Our first game was away at Newcastle-under
Lyme School, where we bowled first and
restricted them to 94 off their 20 overs; Aaron
Wilson the pick of the bowlers. We then made
a positive start, with Andrew Inglis hitting plenty
of boundaries, and we were able to pass their
total with five overs to spare. King's Worcester
was always going to be a stern test, and despite
myself and Ally Carey getting amongst the
wickets, they amassed 175 off their 30 overs.
This was always going to be difficult, and despite
determined resistance from the lower order, we
fell well short. Nottingham High School was a
similar story, and despite some excellent batting
from Stephen Jones, we fell short of the
opposition’s total once again.
The game against King Edward's Five Ways was
a very tense affair Some excellent bowling
from Roshan Jakhu, restricted them to 61 off
their 20 overs, which we just managed to reach
thanks to an excellent knock by James Tatton.
The final game against RGS Worcester was
another tough encounter; and chasing a big
score we needed good partnerships, and at
one stage myself and Ally Carey were going
well, but unfortunately their total proved
beyond us.
We enjoyed a good run in the County cup, but
came unstuck in the semi-finals against a good
Stafford Grammar side. It was an enjoyable
season, and we would all like to thank Mr King
for all his efforts with the side, and all the
parental support we received during the
season.

Sandeep Sandramouli

he Ul 3 Cricket team were well
| prepared for the 2009 season as we had
trained hard and wanted to improve

upon last season.
We started our season against Newcastle-
under-Lyme School. Our batting top order
collapsed and we knew we were struggling.
Dominic Price and Dan Roberts came to the
rescue putting on a partnership of 50.We
finished 126 all out.To defend such a small total
was going to be difficult. We knew we would
have to bowl well and we did, rolling them
over for just 6 1. Aaron Patel taking six wickets
for 19, Isaac Hobbs taking two for three and
Dan Thomas taking two for six.
Our next game was at home to King's
Worcester: This resulted in a nail biting finish as
we needed nine to win off the last over. Sam
Linney with 38 not out and Ed Farley an
unbeaten 14 kept their cool to seal our victory.
The season then went downhill as we lost to
Nottingham High, KES Five Ways, King Edward's
Birmingham and RGS Worcester: However
there were some real highlights in these games:
Aaron Patel scored 77 against Nottingham,
Isaac Hobbs took three for 12 and Wasim
Malik four for 14 against RGS Worcester, Tom
Heath scored 2| not out and James Caswell 25
against KES Five Ways and all round the
standard of our fielding and catching improved.
In the County Cup we performed much better.
Victories against Friary School, De Ferrers and
Walton High saw us through to the final against
Denstone College. We were up against it as
the venue for the final was... Denstone
College! We didn't bowl! or field to our
potential and Denstone amassed 91 for
seven, Dominic Price taking two for 10.We
knew it was a big score to chase down and
losing early wickets didn't help, but James
Caswell contributed 33 and Wasim Malik 55
not out so that we closed our innings on 136
for six, a respectable total if not a winning one.
On behalf of the team | would like to thank Mr
Hills and Mr David for giving up their time to
coach us and to all the parents who continued
to support and encourage us. Finally | would
like to thank the team for their keen support
throughout the season.

Aaron Patel 8Q
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Barbados Winter Tour ‘08.

fter a long programme of fitness and
Anet sessions, two WGS cricket teams

went out to Barbados as part of the
Sports Tour: The squads were looking forward
to taking on what we knew would be a tough
challenge against strong opponents.
The st Xl played their first game of the tour
at the historic Wanderers Cricket Club on the
outskirts of Bridgetown. The game itself was
played against the Wanderers' U8 side and
took a pattern which was to become familiar
throughout the tour.
Some excellent bowling up front meant that
we took a few early wickets and looked to be
on top of the game, before running into a
single excellent talent in the opposition who
went on to make a hundred. Michael Jones
proved to be the pick of the bowling with the
first of a series of good performances that left
him as the leading wicket taker. This left the
I'st XI with a formidable target but confidence
was high in the team as we begun the run
chase.We quickly discovered that batting in
the heat of Barbados was going to very
challenging and after a positive start we lost
regular wickets and despite an encouraging
half century from Will Nield, fell well short.
Even though we had lost the game, spirits
were high and even the coach driver joined in
a less serious game of quick cricket, betting
opening bowler Mike McEwen ten dollars that
he couldn’t be bowled out. The game quickly
came to an end after the driver was
comprehensively bowled but claimed a no ball
to save his money!
There were positives to take from the first
game and the second match of the tour was
against St. Lucy’s School. This match followed a
similar pattern to the first game where WGS

.
A5\

made a bright start despite Hardeep
Randahwa trying to warm up in flip flops!
Again a St. Lucy's player scored a good
hundred after a few chances had been missed
and the ball was disappearing to all areas of
the ground. We finished strongly however and
again began the run chase confidently. We lost
early wickets though and fell short of a lower
target, with only Dan Powner batting with any
fluency.

After the two previous disappointments the
squad moved onto Combermere School. The
game began positively and a much improved
bowling performance limited them to a
relatively low target on a reasonable pitch.
However the batsmen again failed to adapt to
the pitch and the run-chase fell away again. It
was a disappointing performance as we had
again put ourselves into a position from which
we could have won the game.

The team picked themselves up as they
moved onto the final tour game. This time
WGS chose to bat first and the batsmen
continued a poor tour as three of the top
four went cheaply, with only senior pro Jack
Parr adapting to the very slow wicket (the
game having been delayed after heavy rain).
Again there was very little support from the
other batsmen as WGS managed to score just
over 100. As the run chase began, it became
obvious that the game was going to go right
down to the wire. Tom Meek excellently ran
out their star player and we seemed to be on
top but then a solid partnership moved them
closer to the target, before Ben Willis bowled
the outstanding spell of the tour, taking three
wickets for just eight runs in an unchanged
seven-over spell in the Barbados heat. He was
well supported by some accurate bowling

from Harry Adey. Then with just a single
wicket needed for victory the hosts hit back
moving ever closer to their target. With just
three needed to win, the batsmen tried to
take a second run, keeper Jack Parr threw
down the stumps running out the batsmen to
win the game by a tiny margin. Though
exhausted, so began the wild celebrations; the
team glad to have recorded a win on a very
tough tour: Thanks to Mr King, Mr Hills and Mr
Johnson who managed the team on the tour.
Chris Bate.

he development squad had a similarly
| tough time of it in terms of results
achieved, losing all four games.
However notable performances were
achieved by the bowlers who consistently had
the opposition in difficulty but were not
supported by the fielding and batting
departments and batting duo Tom Weston
and Will Nield, who put together a
partnership of over 100 against Coleridge &
Parry School cricket club.
The experience of playing against such strong
opposition in conditions that were so different
from England will surely stand all the players in
good stead as their cricket continues to
develop at WGS.
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Rounders.

Year 10.

s a whole, the team this year played
Avery well and were unbeaten. We

played five games and won each of
them very convincingly.
At the start of the season our first fixture was
against Heath Park but unfortunately they
forfeited the game. Our next fixture was
against Ounsdale and the score was 28-11,a
very pleasing start to the season. To follow this
up our third fixture was against Northicote
which turned out to be the most convincing
win of the season at 32 /2 - 3. The next match
we played was the semi-final against Smestow
who usually provided us with a good team to
play. Fortunately for us this was not the case
this year with us winning 24 — 8. The next
match was both the final match of the season
and the final of the cup. This match was against
a strong Wolverhampton Girls High School
team.
We won the toss and chose to bat first. We
managed to get a total of 72 rounders. They
batted next and were unable to achieve our
total amount of rounders, so we decided to let
them bat on. Again they were unable to achieve
our total of 7/2 only, getting 5 rounders.
Fortunately for us we did not have to bat again.
The players scoring the most rounders
throughout the season were Ria Wagstaff with
31 rounders, Fiona Jones with |3 /2 rounders
and Rebecca Braham with 12.
On behalf of the team | would like to thank all
of the coaching staff the helped us throughout
the year, especially Miss Munden.

Year 9.

fter a long relaxing Easter,Year 9 was
Aready for a challenging rounders

season. Having held the title ‘City
Champions’ for two years, we stood a good
chance, but we also knew that we would face
tough opposition.
Our first match was against Smestow. We
played well and had a solid win of 29/2-8. We
were through to the next round. Our next
match was against St Peters. This match was
one of the closest matches we had ever
played, unfortunately St Peters were just that
little bit too good and we lost 23-21.We
were gutted because we knew that this could
cost us the title if St Peters didn't lose to
anyone, and at the standard they were

Ria Wagstaff
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playing it didn’t look like they were going to.
Even though we had lost one match, we still
played St Edmunds. This was a convincing
win of 37/2-6. A friendly game against
Stafford Grammar saw us gain another
convincing win of 26/2-7%2 and even though
this year we didn't make it to the semi-finals
or finals, we still had a great rounders season
and learned lots of new skills.

Well done to our top scorer, who was
Eleanor Barnett. Thank you to Miss Munden
and Mrs Hannah who gave up their time to
coach us. Bring on next year!

Sophie Warren 9B
Year 8.

ur season started off reasonably

well with a close game against

WGHS which we just won 10 /2
-7.We then went on to develop better skills
and improve. Using our skills we played
Highfields and won 29-6 which gave us a
boost to go on and beat OLSC 21-11 }2in
the semi finals with big hits by Abi Houghton
and Libby Barnett.We then carried on our
winning streak by beating our biggest rivals
Stafford Grammar - 22 /2 - 10 in a friendly
in which we showed great team spirit.
By now we were into the league final against
Perton Middle. It was a nice sunny afternoon
and lots of parents turned up to support us
in our tough final. By full time we had 25
rounders and Perton Middle had just |7.
We were so pleased to have won our first

Taylor Flavell

city championships but unfortunately that
was the last match of the season where we
say had goodbye to our great bowler and
captain Philippa Brown.

Thank you to Miss McAllister, Miss Munden
and Mrs Hannah who spent a lot of their
time and effort making us into a superb
team.

Year 7A.

e made a very successful start to
the rounders season this yearn,
winning our first match against

Girls High 14 — 5.We managed to keep our
standards up for our second match against
Highfields, where we thrashed their team,

30 /2 - 8 - our best scoring match. We then
played a friendly against Stafford Grammar
School, a strong team that we still managed
to beat 19 — 11 /4.

As we had won all of our matches we were
placed into the semi-final against Our Lady
and St. Chads. We started off batting and
didn't get off to a good start. However at the
end of the first half we were winning by just a
few rounders but they got many of us out in
the second half leaving Pippi, Ellen, Darcy and
Talia to do all the work.We made sure they
wouldn't score many rounders but in the end
the score was || /2 - 10 /2, so we didn't
make it to the final.

| would like to give a special mention to our
top scorers, Ellen Hopwood (16 rounders)
closely followed by Talia Sinnott with |3, then
Darcy Laceby with 10 rounders. Also for the
fielders of the team; a mention to Bex
Roberts an excellent fielder and such a long
thrower for one of our Blg Sixers, and Abbi
Lavill for being a great bowler and controller
of the fielders. The trio of Kez Husselbee
(backstop), Pippi Grantham-Wright (first
base) and Abbi Lavill (bowler)worked well
together and provided tactical methods of
stopping the opposition from scoring. Overall
| think that this year the under [2A team
worked well together and supported each
other throughout each match with strong
teamwork.

We would like to thank Miss Munden and
Miss McAllister for coaching our team this
year, for organising our matches but also by
umpiring and supporting us and to all the
parents who came to support us every
match.

Abi Houghton 8S

Kez Husselbee 7R



Year 7B.

his season was a very pleasing one
| with everyone showing great
confidence and potential. We all
worked very well together, giving us high
spirits.
Our first match was against Smestow: it was
a close game but we managed to pull
through at the end scoring a satisfying 14 —
I 3 victory. Our second match was against St
Peter's. They had a really good bowler and
fielders which made it difficult for us, but our
team kept confident, giving us a pleasing
score of 19 - 9. Our next match was
unfortunately cancelled due to our
opposition, St Edmund's, not being able to
make it. Therefore they had to forfeit the
game, leaving us able to go through to the
semi-finals which we went into with
excitement and great determination,
eventually winning 2072 - 92.We were very
excited that we had qualified to the final
against Our Lady and St Chad's. We have
not yet been able to play the final due to the
weather, but we shall keep our spirts high
and do our best!
I ' would like to thank Miss Munden and Miss
McAllister for their brilliant coaching and for
parental support and whoever else cheered
us on! Bring on the finall
Eve Cowan

National

his year saw a quartet of WGS
| sportswomen recognised at the highest
level in their chosen sport, after being

selected to represent their country at
rounders .
The PE department’s Kath Munden was
appointed coach to the England Girls
rounders squad, whilst three students; Cindy
Harvey (17), Ria Wagstaff (15) and Ellie
Barnett (14), were selected to play for
England in their respective age groups.
“It was an incredible honour for us all to
become part of the England rounders set up
this year," commented Kath."To play for your
country at any sport is an incredible
achievement and it is a real testament to the
high quality of sport being played at WGS and
rounders in particular; that four from WGS
have been recognised at this level.”
Kath and each of the players attended their
respective training camps throughout the year
before playing in a number of international
matches during the summer.

Summer sports.

Mary Anne Willets

Ellie Barnett Rhiarna Dhaliwall

selection.

Miss Munden, Ria, Cindy & Ellie
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Athletics.

The athletics season
this year was blessed
with sunshine, blue
skies and warmth...
somewhere in the
country I'm sure, but
not here!

and the championships were
rearranged more times than | care to
remember.
Despite, these ‘minor’ obstacles, the school’s
athletes competed strongly both on the
track and in the field. Many of the events, as
a consequence of the weather, were straight
finals and both the girls and boys produced
good distances and times.
This year the finals eventually took place at
Aldersley Stadium and WGS competed in all
age groups for both boys and girls and their

For us, the athletics season was wet, cold

Sports day 2009.

Both field and track events were held in hot,
sunny conditions and the athletes coped
impressively in the challenging circumstances.
The turn out this year was encouragingly high
and the competition strong on both days.The
track events were held in a carnival
atmosphere and were a joy to behold. Seeing
the whole of school and parents walking the
400m to help towards the 2012 miles
challenge was moving, especially with the
accompanying Chariots of Fire music blasting
out.

My congratulations to all who took part, it
was a memorable day and in my opinion was
one of our best yet.

Best individual athlete

Year 7 Boys Chris Ryan
Girls Kez Husselbee and
Hannah Leigh
Year 8 Boys Wahab Malik
Girls Myrander Coleman
and Laura Register
Year 9 Boys Dan Genner
Girls Alice Baldwin and
Abigail Jones
Year |0 Boys Themba Fraser

Girls Rhia Wagstaff

Best Individual Performance

Boys Benji Pearson
(winning the javelin using
“wrong arm”)

Girls Alys Bannister
(brave 400m)
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Best Athlete

Boys James Tatton |
Sam Harvey 2
Ally Carey 3

Girls Talia Sinnot |
Elizabeth Mahon 2
Holly Pleydell 3

Senior Pentathlon

Boys Mike McKewan I
Dan Jones 2
Dan Powner 3
Girls Phoebe Kidson |
Amy Booth 2
Ellie Barrett 3
Form Results
Year 7 | 7R 227
2 7S 2265
3 7Q 218
4 7P 211
Year 8 | 8S 276
2 8Q 217
3 8R 205
4 8P |77
Year 9 [ 9D 301
2. 9C 241
3 9B 187
4 9A 169
Year 10 | 10D 314
2 |OE 304
3 [0A 272
4 0B 256
5 |0C 209

commitment to athletics club at lunchtimes
paid off. Individual success came from across
the years with many gold, silver and bronze
certificates being awarded. A special
mention must go to: Fiona Jones, Molly
Forsyth, Heather Soley, Lizzy Bamford and
Charlotte Hedgecock who (due to a clash
with a school trip) single-handedly covered
all the track events, enabling the Year 10 girls
to compete for the team trophy. Overall,
another successful season with high hopes
for better weather next year!

Alison McAllister




Summer sports.
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Summer sports.

Tennis.
Girls’.

brilliant start to the season saw our
Alst and 2nd doubles couples come

away from the Midland Girls' Schools'
Lawn Tennis League Tournament with big
smiles on their faces. Lucy Darby (L6) and
Abi Houghton (Year 9) were strong
throughout and collected a very large,
impressive looking, piece of silver for their
efforts. In the competition for 2nd couples,
Sam Jones (U6) and Georgina Baker (Year
I'l) were a little surprised, but none the less
delighted, to finish as runners-up.We look
forward to defending our title next year.
As the term progressed we not only failed to
glimpse much sunshine whilst frequenting the
tennis courts, but we also, sadly, missed out

Boys'.

he resurrection of boys' tennis at

WGS has continued this year with

success extending to all three age
groups. Regionally we showed that we are
able to compete with the more established
tennis schools. The st IV competed once
again in the Glanvill Cup National Knock-out
Competition; and they fell at exactly the
same hurdle as last season - Bishop Vesey's
Grammar School, away, in the regional final is
proving to be the WGS nemesis. The boys
can be proud of how they played in the early
rounds but they would be the first to admit
that Vesey wanted it more and as such, the
right team went on to the week long
National Finals.
Locally, the boys lower down the school
ventured out on to the tennis courts with
encouraging performances across the board.
The junior team of Spencer Osborne
(Blg Six), Jake Foster (Year 8), Alex Kemp
(Blg Six) and Peter Lloyd (Year?)
completed the ‘double’. They were worthy
(unbeaten) winners of the league, which
thankfully comprised a much more extensive
fixtures list than the girls had experienced.
Like the girls, they also now qualify for
regional play-offs (early next year) in the
National Year 8 and Under Schools'
Competition. League victory, a triumph in
itself, was soon followed by the two Blg Six
boys meeting Peter and Jake in the final of
the Wolverhampton Schools’ Doubles
Tournament. With WGS guaranteed a win,
the battle became personal, and the
spectacle of two boys whose rackets were
almost as big as them beating a couple who
literally towered over them left Mr Johnson
chuckling for days.
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on what had become our annual trip to the
Aberdare Cup Finals week. After a strong
start in the competition the st IV crashed
and burned in the regional quarter finals
against an older, and more focused side from
Wrekin College.

A successful end to the season depended on
victory in the local schools’ leagues and
tournaments: in the tournaments, held for the
first time at WGS on our non-bouncy
astro-turf surface we did ourselves proud.
The seniors led the way with Cindy Harvey
(U6) and Sam Jones (U6) finishing in first
place. Fiona Jones and Ria Wagstaff (both Year
10) won the intermediate tournament quite
comfortably. lliness dictated that Talia Sinnott

The intermediate team showed potential,
and they almost achieved it. They finished as
runners-up in the league but unfortunately
due to a clash with our training day were
unable to compete in the Doubles. They'll
come back with a vengeance next year | am
sure. The senior team was ever changing but
it did give a good number of Sixth Form
players an opportunity to step out for a

(Blg Six) stepped up to play with Abi
Houghton as the Ist couple in the junior age
group and they finished as deserved
runners-up.

The local league entries this year were
disappointing with a grand total of three local
schools competing for the Girls’ League titles.
The intermediate team finished as
runners-up and the juniors (Abi Houghton,
Phoebe Love Lowe, Talia Sinnott and
Georgina Brennan) won and will, as a result,
compete in some regional play-offs early next
academic year

It's been a busy year with mixed results but
perhaps the sun will shine on us a little more
favourably next season?

Are you sure you're meant to be here Joe?

school squad. Considering the ever changing
dynamic of the team we were all a little
shocked, but over the moon, when they
emerged as senior league winners.
WGS tennis will no doubt continue to grow
and with both the boys and girls striving for
success in all age groups | look forward to
driving the bus again next year!

Heidi Dalzell



Badminton.

slight restructuring of the league
Asystem made it a busy year for

badminton, and also difficult -
particularly for the seniors to fulfil their
fixtures. We did see some encouraging
performances in all age groups, and the
emergence of some future talent.
Adam Barlow and Mat Gwardiak were
competitive throughout for the juniors and
Will Nield showed a great variety of shots and

court sense for the intermediates. We finished
runners up in all leagues, so didn’t progress
any furthen

The City Championships have always been a
tough competition, and it was no different
again, when all schools met in December. A
slightly depleted squad because of the tour to
Barbados were intent on enjoying themselves
and doing their best; which all did. Ben Hart
certainly enjoyed himself as he went on to

Gymnastics.

n Friday the 27th February 2009,

Wolverhampton Grammar School

played host to an excellent
Gymnastics event in the Sports Hall. The
competition was fierce but, at the end of a full
and hard days work, WGS had done well. The
competition was divided into three parts:
beginners, novice and club. There were also
different age groups so anyone from Year 7, to
Sixth Form could compete.
WGS had a number of girls and boys
competing who all played their part and held
their own against the strong opposition. Gold,
silver and bronze medal winners were all well
deserved. Special congratulations to:

Under |3 Beginners, Girls.
Vault:  Ist place  Shona Wright (Year 8)
2nd place  Ffyona Downes and
Grace Lawrence (Year 8)
Overall: Ist place  Shona Wright (Year 8)
3rd place  Grace Lawrence (Year 8)
Team competition: WGS ‘A’ team
Ist place.  Shona Wright (Year 8)
Grace Lawrence (Year 8)
Ffyona Downes (Year 8)
Lizzie Sargent (Year 8)
Alys Bannister (Year 8)
Under |3 Beginners, Boys.
Vault:  2nd place  Oliver Unitt (Year 8)

Summer sports.

win the junior competition. Showing great
tactical awareness he moved his opponents
around the court well, and earned a deserved
victory. In the senior competition we had two
entrants; Patrick Norton Uhl and Sam Wickes.
Both performed excellently, reaching the final
of the doubles, with Sam losing in the final of
the singles competition too; an excellent
effort.

Nigel Crust

Over 13 Club.
Vault:  Ist place  Alice Baldwin (Year 9)
Floor:  Ist place  Alice Baldwin (Year 9)

Overall: st place  Alice Baldwin (Year 9)
Over |3 Beginners, boys.

Vault:  3rd place  Simran Batth (Year 9)
Overall: 3rd place  Simran Batth (Year 9)

So, all'in all, a demanding but enjoyable day for
the competitors and a special thank you to
Miss McAllister and to all the teachers who
made it possible. Well done to all who
competed and hope to see you next Year!
Alice Baldwin, Captain (9D)
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Coast
to Coast.

The annual Coast to Coast run involves ten Year 10 students and some
very dedicated teachers. The students subject themselves to 16 weeks of
training, five days a week, which climaxes on the May Whitsun
weekend, when in around 24 hours the team runs in relay from St. Bees
Head in Cumbria across the country to Robin Hood’s Bay in Yorkshire.

L
L*
!
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_|_his year, we crossed the Lake District in
the mist and rain, the Dales in warm
sunshine, and the very scary North
Yorkshire moors in the pitch darkness.

The night before the run we gathered at
Abbots Court, a St. Bees School boarding
house. Fish and chips for supper; a photo
beside the C2C marker post in Whitehaven,
and then to bed. Lucky Fi and | get woken up
an hour earlier than everyone else (5am) as
we are the first two runners. It's still dark
outside, and breakfast is rather quiet. | think
we're a bit nervous.

The run begins on the beach in St. Bees, and
the team are watched by some early bird
parents as Fi dips a school tie in the sea (this
tie will be worn by each runner in turn). The
rest of the team dip toes, and next thing we
know it's begun.This is what we've been
thinking about since December; this is why we
came in for circuits every Tuesday at 7:30 - it's
happening now. Personally, | find this energy of
‘now-ness’ and adrenalin will get me through
the next 24 hours. | think part of the challenge
is keeping your confidence that you will be
able to do it,and your body won't just stop
halfway through. There is a lurking anxiety that
you might let the team down. | think the fear
of this happening is partly what keeps us going
through training, and supporting each other
through the difficult bits.

In the bus, things are buzzing. Once you're out
there and running, trying to spot Sellafield
through the rain, there’s a great feeling of
being on your way. The energy that has been
building up for |6 weeks is finally released, and
it's an amazing feeling. No longer are we
running routes we know alarmingly well — all
this is new scenery, and who knows what will
be around the corner...

Zoe and Jeff get to go up Hardknott Pass —
the minibus can't handle gradients like that, so
our wonderful support vehicle, driven by Ma
& Pa Jones, goes up with them, and even that
gets stuck. All get out and push, and Mrs
Dalzell, Miss Ward and Pa Jones get left on the
top of Hardknott in horizontal sleet and have
to run down it rather fast to catch up.
Heather and Liz make light work of Wrynose
Pass and to celebrate, the weather cheers up.
Molly and Joe go past Lake Windermere, and
Molly is running in her Granddad'’s old running
top. Last year, Molly's Granddad sadly died of
lymphatic cancer; and that is one of the
reasons we have chosen to run for the
Lymphoma Research Trust. Our other worthy
charity is Midlands Air Ambulance.

We push on through the day, and are helped
along by a healthily stocked minibus — food fills
the shelves above our heads.We live on Mrs
Dalzell's yummy pasta sauce (tuna, sweetcorn
and celery or roast veg and tomato this year)
with a frankly disturbing number of bananas
stacked up at the back of the bus to keep us
supplied with slow-release carbohydrates (it's
very technical).

In the afternoon Zak has to run up a huge hill
— it's so huge, paragliders are launching

themselves off it. He is kept company by Dr
Bradley, and we stop at the top to cheer them
on. Earlier on, Joe's travelling companion, who
goes by the name of MrTedley, arrives by
special delivery parent courier to keep him
company. The esteemed Tedley keeps us
company for the rest of the journey.

In the evening there is an idyllic plod through
the Yorkshire Dales, with the sun making
everything golden.We have a guest
appearance from Egg-man - Mr Millichamp's
alter-ego - who keeps Becci company when
she runs in the evening, much to the
amusement of all.

Darkness arrives, and Liz reveals this year's
C2C fad: glowsticks. Soon the bus looks like
the scene of a nuclear waste leak with people
emitting disturbing colours. Mr Millichamp
looks rather becoming in a pair of glowing
green specs, and the whole C2C procession
begins to look like a travelling light show, with
glowing runners and flashing hazard lights.
Coast to Coasting in the dark is quite a surreal
experience — either in the warm, fogged-up
bus following closely behind the runners, or
trying to doze in the back of the sleeping bus
(which leapfrogs the other bus by several miles
and then stops, so some people can get some
sleep). Running is weird — the flashing hazard
lights on the bus and support vehicle are
hypnotic, and you have a strange sensation of
moving but not really going anywhere.To be
woken suddenly from a fitful sleep and within a
minute to find yourself running down some
dark lane (you have no clue where - it's too
dark to see) is a bit disorientating — especially
if you haven't quite woken up. So, the night can
be the hard part.

When things begin to get light, | think
everyone feels relieved. We got through it. This
is probably the most atmospheric time to be
running — our strange procession moving
through silent villages on the moors as the sky
begins to turn pink.The sleeping bus goes
around in a circle trying to find the other bus,
but soon we are all reunited and ready for the
final push. A couple of vile hills later; we finally
see it - the seal Before long, we're perched

Summer sports.

gleefully upon the famous Robin Hood's Bay
sign; then, to the sweet sounds of cracking
joints and much ‘ow/oo/ah’ exclamations, we
run down to the seafront to a large reception
of parents, siblings and other supporters.The
tide is about half a mile out, and the ‘beach’is
actually a spreadeagled collection of pointy
rocks and seaweed, but that doesn’'t matter.
We pick our way through and eventually get
to the sea and all dip toes, contributing some
well-travelled St. Bee’s sand to Robin Hood's
Bay's ecosystem. Back to the Boathouse Bistro
for a large full English fry-up — out first hot
food since the fish and chips of two nights ago.
Then it's off to our snazzy hotel to celebrate.
[t mustn't be forgotten that this was Mrs
Dalzell's last time as the main superbrain
behind C2C before she hands it on to Miss
Ward, so we would like to say thank you to
both of them for all the work they put in, and
to all the other staff involved for making it
such a memorable and unique adventure.
Wow!

This year's team: Liz Bamford, Becci Braham,
Molly Forsyth, Joe Foxall, Jeff Hunt, Fiona Jones,
Heather Soley, Zoe Stirling, Zak Wilmot, Jacob
Cunningham.

Jacob Cunningham 10C
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Put a group of people
together of a certain
(i.e. any) age and
sooner or later the
conversation will turn
to reminiscing of days

gone by.

nd though it's true that ‘nostalgia ain't
Awhat it used to be', that doesn't stop

us all thinking back on the good old
days and believing they were better then than
they are now.
Whatever age we are, we all believe that what
we had was better than what the current (or
indeed, other) generations have ...and the
beauty of it is — we are all correct. It was
better for us in ‘our day’, precisely because it
was ‘our day'.We were young, the world was
full of exciting possibilities and responsibility
was something that would only truly weigh
heavily upon us in years to come with the
onslaught of mortgages, children and final
salary pension schemes.
That sense of freedom; to discover; to make
mistakes, to learn, is the true privilege of
youth, and it forms the essence of what makes
our school days so potent.To have shared
those exciting times with others is a fantastic
legacy, and it is this sense of a shared
experience which makes this publication so
special.
The Wulfrunian celebrates experiences which
are common to thousands of people. For
some those experiences are fresh and
contemporary, focusing on activities which
have taken place over the past year But for
others, they are based on the shared
experiences of being part of a school
community with a heritage stretching back
500 years.
OWs who visit their alma mater often talk
fondly about the days they spent here some
10,20 or even 50 years ago and it is that
sense of fondness for being part of something
special that this magazine tries to reflect.

Old Waulfrunians.

This section of the magazine is a forum for
OWVs to share their memories of WGS; they
may choose to focus on their life since
school, recall a particular day or year spent as
aWGS student, or celebrate the
opportunities afforded to them by WGS  such
as a life changing gap year Whatever it is, the
basis for each memory, the starting point for
every contributor, is Wolverhampton
Grammar School.

| would like to thank everyone who has
contributed to the OW section of the
magazine. If we haven't been able to feature
your article this time, we hope you will bear
with us as we will endeavour to try and
include any submission either in future
editions or in the growing OW section of the
school website.

Articles and photographs are not the only
manner in which you as OWs support the
school however, and | would like to take this
opportunity on behalf of everyone at WGS, to
express my deep, heartfelt gratitude to all of
those OWs, friends and supporters who have
once again generously supported the school
through donations and huge fundraising
efforts over this past year And on behalf of all
those you have helped — we offer our
sincerest thanks.

So, I hope you enjoy the OW section of the
Waulfrunian. And after reading it, if you feel
compelled to put pen to paper and send in a
memory of your own school days, then |
would urge you to do so. After all, we now
know for certain, it was better in your day...
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Old Wulfrunians

sports festival.

The gods were kind

again to us providing
perfect weather for
this traditional event.

Richard Wright, honoured again in the OW Festival
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he festival comes early into the school
calendar, and the date will never satisfy
all, but still over 200 attended. The
sports are growing with football, netball,
hockey and now fives represented and the
possibility of rugby coming on board with
some friendly sevens, if Messrs Kimpton et al.
can rally the troops.

The main ethos behind the tournament is an
excuse to stay in contact with the school and
each other and remember, what | hope was a
pleasant educational experience, and to realise
just what a special place WGS is.

The Richard Wright tournament was won
again by the ISFA cup final side, beating the
boys of '82, the second most successful side,
thanks to two excellent free kicks by player of
the tournament, Ollie Baker. The staff side
were undefeated and only just missed out on
the play offs, much to the relief of the players
themselves. Ten teams took part and in
general the matches were played in the spirit
that Richard would have approved off, though
there was the occasional use of colourful
language. The netball competition was keenly
contested though the staff side ran out
winners led by that Duracell dynamo that is
called Heidi. With the Astroturf in the valley,
the hockey tournament tends to go on
relatively unnoticed, which is a great shame as
it is such an important part of the day. The
hockey players already have an established
Old Wulfs Christmas tournament which has a
great atmosphere, but | hope they continue to
support the festival as well.

The annual sports dinner in Big School
unfortunately this year could not be
supported by Big Band, for understandable
reasons, but having seen what our talented
musicians add to this evening let us hope they
are back next year. As it turned out, the
evening was a triumph, with 200 men and
women (and don't we produce gorgeous
ladies?) attending. The atmosphere was one of
celebration and volunteer entertainers,
providing singing of the highest order to Adam
Cuthbert, who is such a shy character, but was
persuaded to go on the stage.The crowd
spilled to the Royal Oak till after midnight
where there was much academic debate,
“Walkabout or Blast Off"; | thought Harry Hill
might turn up and suggest,“There's only one
way to find out, fight”.

| thought | had managed to be left behind but
there were my three personal OW's Tom,
Holly and Natalie, plus adopted son, Sam,
waiting to whisk me to Blast Off. When | got
to the club there was Cheryl Martin giving it
large on the dance floor and Messrs King, Mills
and Mills trying to take on Heidi and failing?
There is no feeling quite like the Sunday
morning after the sports dinner; a mixture of
feeling close to death and satisfaction, of a
really unique and pleasurable weekend.

The celebrations planned for 2012, when the
school will be 500 years old, will include the
sports festival, and we want it to be special, so
bear that in mind you Old Wulfrunians and if
you have ideas then get in touch




My year in Uganda.

We were greeted by
Mark Ma%inga (Head
of Lords Meade
Vocational College) at
Entebbe and were
driven for a few hours
to Busoga Trust Guest
House, completely
overwhelmed by our
surroundings.

he Guest House, and LMVC are set in
the stunning town of Jinja, being
situated at the source of the Nile, it
was East Africa’s hot spot for tourists, but also
our new home for the next six months.

Our first few days were spent being
introduced to our fellow gap year students,
along with the staff and students of LMVC.
We were astounded at how welcoming
everybody was and felt instantly ‘at home’ and
excited (although still nervous) about the
challenges that lay ahead.

| was teaching Economics and History to S5
and S6 (A Level equivalent) and Claire was
teaching Art and Production to various years.
Initially being quite daunted by the prospect of
teaching the classes of 50+, it took us a while
to take on the challenge, but we soon became
very close friends with the teachers and
students, realising that we were learning so
much more about friendship, honesty and
commitment than anything that we could pass
on to them.We both became involved in
various other things at LMVC. In the last few
months | started training a few students to
become ‘Peer Supporters’, as well as both of
us enjoying a few ‘casual’ netball-training
sessions. The Peer Support scheme was a big
achievement for me as it was something that
could really benefit the students of LMVC and
also offered another dimension of interacting
with the school.

We felt it was important to become more
involved in the community and investigated
quite a few projects throughout Jinja. After a
few months, Claire was heavily committed to
a school for mentally disabled children called
St Ursula’s, which is situated just outside Jinja.
Helping with the children there offered great
satisfaction and insight into her wish to
become a nurse. The school was run by a
group of nuns and was set at the top of an
idyllic hill, offering calm surroundings for its
students.

I was working at Valleyview Primary School,

situated in a village called Nakabango,
specifically for children suffering from the
effects of HIV, many of them orphans.
Valleyview was opened by a man called Hope
and his brother, originally funded by their
father: It was seriously underdeveloped in
comparison to LMVC, and had very little
structure so we were delighted to gain the
support of the Bujagali Trust in building a new
toilet block. It was a pleasure to work there as
there was an opportunity to make real
connections for the school with organisations
which would help them develop, as well as
meeting some amazing people, both staff and
students. | also spent a lot of time in my last
few months at a ‘baby home’ called Sunrise,
run by a young women called Damali. Sunrise
was opened in May 09, and had just |10
children, which meant there was an
opportunity to really connect with the
children as well as the young women who ran
it. Again, some links with Bujagali Trust were
made here, and now all the children are being
sponsored through their education.
We had the opportunity to travel during our
month off and decided to head to Fort Portal,
on the west border of Uganda, continuing
down to Rwanda, where we visited the
genocide museums in the beautiful city of
Kigali. After which we visited Nairobi,
Mombassa and Lamu in Kenya. Rwanda and
Kenya offered differing cultures to Uganda
from which we learnt a great deal, as well as
maturing greatly through the demands of
travelling as two young females on local buses,
eating some very questionable food! We had
an amazing month off but by mid-June we
were glad to be back home in Jinja.
By the beginning of August our adventure
came to an end, saying goodbye was
extremely emotional and difficult, so much so
that | decided to stay a little longer! We could
not have imagined the opportunities we
would have had before leaving for Uganda, we
are both so grateful to the staff and students
at LMVC for welcoming us. Uganda will always
be another home for us, and since returning
to England we miss the lifestyle and friends we
made there. We both plan to return and
hopefully continue working with some of the
projects we found. Uganda is a beautiful
country and nothing can explain the effect it
has on you....

India Perry

Old Waulfrunians.
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Marriage VOWS.

Two former students contacted us this year to tell us of their life since
WGS and one special day in particular:

Melting Hearts: Naomi Geffen (OW 1997-99)

aomi attended WGS and left in
N 1999. After gaining a first in Modern
Languages at Durham she joined
Unilever as a graduate trainee. She is now
Marketing Manager for a large part of Wall's
Ice Cream.
She married Jonny Hauxwell on 3rd May
2008 at Fettes College in Edinburgh. Jonny
works for Unilever's arch rivals Proctor and
Gamble and so they are not allowed to
discuss their work with each other. Jonny's
job is managing the supply chain for Pampers
nappies, which comes in very handy for their
identical twin daughters Isla and Eloise who
are now |5 months old.
Hugh Howard (Father)

Nursing ambitions.

was a pupil at WGS in the Sixth Form for

only a short time, but whilst there |

achieved a lot.
| took part in the summer sports tour to
South Africa and was a member of Big Band,
touring Italy. | also enjoyed being a member of
the choral society. Since leaving WGS six years
ago, my life has taken a few differing twists and
turns.
| began university in the summer of 2003 to
pursue a career in Journalism. | attended uni’
for only six months before realising that the
media just wasn't for mel Not sure what to
do with my life at that point, | decided to
work full time, get some life experience and
more importantly some money! | began
working as a receptionist and really started to
enjoy my career.
In early 2005 | spent six months working in
central London for a health and fitness centre.
| really loved this job as | was able to explore
London and occasionally bump into some
famous faces who were members at our club.
However, a fantastic opportunity to live and
work in Australia was handed to me and |
simply couldn't refuse. In July 2005 | took the
plunge and went over there. | had a fantastic
time: the lifestyle, the weather and all the time
| was getting paid to live there. However, being
so far from family and friends was very tough.

94 | Waulfrunian 2009

| also realised that | wasn't happy with my
career and really wanted to go back to
university and push myself further: | returned
home and after much thought came to a
decision on what | wanted to do. In February
2006 | was accepted onto my degree course
at Birmingham City University (formally UCE).
2006 turned out to be an eventful year for
me. | had finally come to my senses and
realised what | wanted in life and in April of
that year | met the man who would turn out
to be my husband! | began my course in
October and by the end of the year another
unexpected surprise; Steve popped the
question and | immediately accepted.

Since then, | have been working very hard to
achieve my degree and in September of this
year | gained my BSc (Hons) Nursing RN with
a 2:2. It was very hard work juggling uni" work
with practical placements, also the lack of
money was a bit of a shock. However, | got my
reward as on |9th September this year; Steve
and | got married. As you can imagine,
September was a busy month! We had a
fantastic honeymoon in America, but we'd had
a busy few months so it was a well deserved
break.

I now work as a full time staff nurse on the
orthopaedic trauma unit at a local hospital. It
is a challenging but very rewarding job and

one that | shall enjoy for many years to come.
It just goes to show you that with a great start
at somewhere like the grammar school, the
opportunities in life are there for the taking! |
loved my time at WGS and got a lot out of it,
including some very good friends.

Helen Vincent (nee Shaw), OW 2001-2003



A quarter
of a century at WGS.

My first day at
Wolverhampton
Grammar School was
Tuesday September
6th 1983 — just a
small matter of 25
years ago. |
remember that first
day as if it was

yesterday.

r Ditch, the Head of Lower School,
I\/l began proceedings in the Derry Hall

with an assembly and then | moved
off to my form room (room 53) with my
form (1S) and tutor Mr Browning. | could
name all the students in my class, but | would
not want to embarrass them in this article.
Our first actual lesson was computing with
Mr Smith (married to the current physics
technician Maggie) and that is how it all
began. | spent the whole of my secondary
education at WGS, leaving the school for
Leeds University in 1990 as Mr Hutton
retired as Headmaster. | returned seven years
later to teach maths and run the boys" hockey
teams in September 1997. Fortune was on
my side as | gained promotions under the
Head, Bernard Trafford (my first year music
teacher) to Deputy Director of Studies and
then to Head of Lower School in 2005. It is
true to say | have been part of WGS for over
half my life and | am only 35 years old! The
question is, why?
During my time as a student in the 1980s at
WGS, | loved going to school — | tried to get
my mother to drop me off earlier and earlier
in the morning and | often stayed late. During
my early years, | used to spend every
Saturday in the summer scoring for my year
group’s cricket team — school was a huge part
of my life. | was taught by a number of
superb teachers — teachers who knew their
subject, but also cared whether they had
taught it well and the students had
understood it. These members of staff were
my inspiration. | would just like to name and
shame one of them — Gareth Phillips. He

taught me maths in the first year, chemistry at
GCSE and was my Sixth Form tutor: He
guided me through the Sixth Form, helped
me gain a place at Leeds (studying Maths and
Chemistry) and was a good friend at the end
of the day. | learnt during those days that to
be a true WGS student, you had to sign up to
the ethos of the school and be part of the
team. My school career was a success as a
result of this.

When a maths teaching job was advertised in
the TES early in 1997, 1 was not keen to apply
because | did not feel | had the right maths
background for the position nor did | feel that
it was right to return to my old school. With
encouragement from my wife Catherine, |
applied and luck was on my side that day and
| was appointed. Johnny Johnson greeted me
with a headlock and | was back at WGS again.
[t was different this time (the main difference
being that | could now go in the staffroom!).
The staff were extremely welcoming and
there was a real family atmosphere amongst
them. My old teachers made me feel right at
home. Peter Hills (then Head of Lower
School) was especially kind in showing me the
ropes and guiding me into my role of teacher
not student. Bernard Trafford offered me
many opportunities and advice during my
early years on the staff. | just loved going to
school in the morning — | would get there as
early as possible and stay as late as | could so
as not to miss anything (it has to be said my
young family have made me balance my time
in recent years). | continually felt privileged to

Old Walfrunians.

work at WGS - the students, staff (teaching
and non-teaching alike) and everyone around
me were part of a team heading towards the
quincentenary of the school.
If I am honest | did apply for a job in another
school once — a big mistake and enough said!
Bernard appointed me as Head of Lower
School taking over from Peter — a job | often
coveted as a young member of staff. | was
slowly becoming part of the fabric at WGS,
but | loved every minute of it. Martyn Scott
(OW 89-91), my good friend from school
and University, once texted saying “If your
blood starts running red and black and you
start morphing the buildings, | would go and
see a doctor!” So maybe | should start
worrying, but WGS is part of me and | love
the experience | am having. The lesson that |
learnt as a student, that to get the most out
of WGS one must sign up to the school
ethos, still stands today. | am certain many of
you reading this article will agree with this.
This school is only as good as the people in it
and around it. These people, students and
staff alike, are the best | could wish for:
As | move into my next quarter of a century
at WGS, | find myself in a new role of Deputy
Head under the new Head,Vincent Darby. |
look forward to the many challenges this
brings, but also to the many experiences and
further enrichment as a person | will gain
from being part of Wolverhampton Grammar
School. This is a wonderful school.
Nic Anderson
(OW 1983-1990, teacher 1997 — current)
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Broadcast news

I remember the day I
started at WGS like it
was yesterday. [t was
September 1983 and
the new intake
gathered in the Derry
Hall to be welcomed
to the school.

oming from a small primary school in

Walsall some |2 miles away and

without the friends I'd grown up with
it was fairly daunting | remember. However |
quickly settled in and the facilities at WGS
were nothing short of superb.Yes there were
tough times, | found the work really hard at
first and the academic standard was so high
that | felt that | needed to be always at the
top of my game.
WGS was, overall a fantastic experience for
me though and | am indebted to my parents
for deciding to send me to the school. | was
in form It and then 2t before the forms
were rearranged in third fourth and fifth
years. | remember distinctly that | breezed
through the first two years with an
unblemished behavioural record, | came
nowhere near the dreaded green slip that
indicated that | would have to serve a
detention or‘bin’. However this all ended
during the first week of my third year: | was
misbehaving in a corridor and a teacher
called Mr Stott immediately arranged for me
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to stay behind in detention as punishment. |
was distraught at the time but it was all part
and parcel of learning right from wrong.

For me sport was everything at WGS. | was a
member of the football team from first year
to Upper Sixth and I'd like to think Messrs
Browning and Johnson would remember me
as a tricky winger! | also did well at athletics
and a couple of victories on consecutive
school sports days in the 800 and 1500
metres.When | started at WGS it was an all
boys school (much to my chagrin), girls were
introduced in to the Sixth Form when | was
in third year and it made a big difference to
the school community.

I left WGS in 1990 after passing four A Levels
with solid enough grades and | headed to the
University of Central Lancashire with my
school mate Damian Partridge. However
after a couple of months | decided that | had
chosen the wrong course so | left and
decided to take a year off before reapplying.
The following year | enrolled on a four year
course at Leeds Metropolitan University to
study European Languages and Business, it
was 1991 and languages were seen as the
thing to study! | had a fantastic four years in
Leeds and spent a year out in Lyon, before
returning back to the Midlands in 1995.1 then
worked in various sales and marketing jobs
before deciding on a career change in 2001
at the age of 29. knew that it was now or
never and | had always wanted to work in
broadcasting but had thought it to be too
competitive an industry. However | enrolled
on a nine month Masters course in Broadcast
Journalism at Staffordshire University. Upon
leaving | moved to London to freelance for
ITN before | got a job working for the

biggest commercial radio station in the
Midlands, Heart FM. It was though, always
my ambition to work for the BBC and in the
spring of 2007 | was offered a job by BBC
WM as their Black Country correspondent. It
is my perfect job, | love the area, | know the
region and | now work from an office a
stone’s throw away from Molineux ( although
at the time of writing | am on a three month
attachment working in Birmingham as the
producer of the station’s Breakfast show). |
also work in sport and have done reports
from Villa Park, Molineux and the mecca that
is the Banks's Stadium (yep I'm still a Walsall
fan!)
During my career in radio, | have been back
to WGS! | was doing a feature on going back
to school and guess what, | did exactly that! |
sat in on an A Level French class with my old
teacherVincent Raymond Barker. He
remembered me and it was great to see
other teachers too like Mr Martin, Mr
Johnson, Mr Hills, Mr Page and Mr Browning!
| also bumped in to an old class mate, Nic
Anderson who's now the Deputy Head!
| really enjoyed going back after a gap of
some |9 years and wish I'd made more
effort to keep in touch. | will definitely try to
get to this year's old boys soccer
tournament! | don't hear from many former
school friends just the occasional message
on social networking sites, but for me WGS
was a great experience and one that |
wouldn't change. | now live in Aldridge and
am married to Helen with two young
daughters - hopefully they too will go to
WGS one day!
Cheers

Blakey (Chris Blakemore, OW 1983 -90)

The 1990 Reunion

- 20 years on!

Saturday 24th April,
|2 noon for 12:30pm

Join me, Nic Anderson, in celebrating
20 years since leaving WGS.

The leavers of 1990 are holding a
reunion lunch to celebrate the 20th
anniversary of leaving WGS. If you're
interested in coming along, please
contact anyone else from our year —
the more we can bring along, the
better the event will be!

For further details, email
Nic Anderson at njca@wgs-sch.net




Old Waulfrunians.

Old Wulfrunians Hockey
club - a brief history.

The Old Wulfrunians
Hockey Club was
formed in the early
1950’s, which might
seem surprising as no
hockey was played at
the chool in the
immediate post war
years. Soccer and
cricket were the two
main field sports.

f the original team, quite a number
O had the opportunity to play hockey

at university; Tony Norgrove, Geoff
Till; Tony Waugh, Walter Locke and John and
David Evans. Others, Michael Mann, J.S.Blower
and myself, were introduced to the game by a
young lrish curate at the Penn Fields Youth
Club we attended.
On leaving school in 1950, | joined the
Wolverhampton Hockey Club and kept goal
for two or three seasons before joining the
Old Waulfrunians in the same capacity, playing
for them until | was moved to London by my
employer in 1958.
[t was a much different game from the very
fast modern hockey, played on astroturf. Our
game was played on grass and as a result the
ball was struck rather than pushed. The divots
certainly caused players to watch the ball
extremely carefully. Footwear normally
comprised leather or rubber and canvass,
studded boots and goalkeepers did not have
the protection of the modern game; the face
mask and gum shield being entirely absent
during my years in the game.
In spite of this | only ever saw one serious
injury to a goalkeeper: This was in a game
between the Old Wulfrunians and West
Bromwich played on a municipal pitch the
club hired in the centre of the Dunstall Park
racecourse. A fierce drive on goal by an Old
Waulfrunians forward, caught a divot and flew
up striking the West Bromwich goal keeper in
the mouth.The game was immediately
stopped and Tony Waugh, a dental surgeon,
took the unfortunate goalkeeper to his
surgery and attended to the injury.
For myself | was only struck on the head on
one occasion, when a drive at goal caught the
stick of one of my defenders, flying up and
striking me on the forehead before passing
over the cross bar of my goal. Apart from a
nasty bruise, | was not badly hurt.
In my early years in the game, the open crook
or English stick was exclusively used and it was
not until a match against Harborne, who had a
number of native born Indian and Pakistani
players, that | saw the Indian stick. The superb
reverse stick potential of the Indian stick was
not lost on my team mates and within a few

months this type of stick became the
preferred pattern.
League hockey was unknown in these early
years and matches were arranged between
club secretaries. Results were published in the
Express & Star and the better the team’s
results, the easier it became to arrange
fixtures with the stronger sides such as
Cannock, North Staffs and Harborne.
At this stage the Castlecroft ground and
sports club did not exist and a municipal pitch
was hired from Wolverhampton Council. It
was one of many situated within the
racecourse at Dunstall Park. | well remember
how bitterly cold it could be in winter with
the wind howling across the vast open space.
We had use of rooms above Barclays Bank in
Queen Square to entertain visiting teams after
the game.
We were very fortunate that RSM Simpson,
who had played during his army career, gave
us every support and encouragement as well
as acting as our umpire. He was truly a man of
many sides.
In 1956/7, | was enlisted in the Royal Air Force
for National Service. My initial training camp
was at Royal Air Force Hednesford, who had a
good hockey team, against whom the Old
Waulfrunians played. | was fortunate that their
captain, Corporal Boffey, remembered me
from these matches and | kept goal for them,
including a successful run in the RAF cup
when we reached the quarter finals, beating
RAF Hendon. Unfortunately, | was posted
before the semi-finals were played. My next
two stations had no hockey team but | was
fortunate and for the final 12 months of my
service, | was able to get home almost every
weekend and so could turn out for the Old
Walfs,
Finally, in August 1958, my employer
transferred me to London and due to the
nature of my employment , which required
me to travel overseas regularly, | was no
longer able to play.
My happy memories of playing for the Old
Waulfrunians in the early years and the many
school friends who formed the teams, still give
me great satisfaction over 50 years later

Dr E Ibbs. 1944 -1950
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Fives.

The 2008/09 Season
witnessed further
developments in
Wolverhampton
Fives, with more Old
Waulfs returning to the
game and new players
taking it up.

e have had friendly fixtures, both
home and away, with the
Shrewsbury Monday Club and

North Oxford. The intention is to repeat these
fixtures next season and add matches with the
Edgbaston Fives Club to our growing friendly
Fives fixture list.

We have been successful in maintaining a
regular Monday Evening Club and regularly have
eight players. Usually we have one court of
experienced Old Wulfs, where the standard is
very good, and a second court of new players
made up of parents and friends new to the
game. We sincerely hope to expand to a
regular third court as more new players and
Old Walfs are found.

The Midland Championships saw an all Old
Wulfs semi-final with Mark Yates (Snr) and Mark
Yates (Jnr) eventually sneaking through against
Adrian ‘Sid’ Simmons and Chris Austin. Sadly the
Yates Boys were unable to repeat last year's
performance and finished runners-up to an Old
Olavian pair.

At the County Championship Qualifiers in
November, Sid led the ‘Staffordshire’ Team
during a successful pool campaign, securing
progress through to the semi-final against
Warwickshire. The semi-final match was keenly
fought, with Warwickshire taking pairs | and 3.
David Jones and Mark Yates (Jnr) restored some
pride with a 2-1 win at second pair.

A small piece of history was made in late
November with the Old Waulfrunians competing
in the Barber Cup for the first time in more

Queen honours O

One of WGS’s former

students was
recognised in the
Queen’s Birthday
honours this year for
his services to
business.
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avid Grove, one of the West Midlands
,best known industrialists and

entrepreneurs, was awarded the OBE
following a long and distinguished career in
business.
A champion of manufacturing in the West
Midlands, David Grove attended WGS
between 1959 -64 before going on to study
at Nottingham University. VWWolverhampton
born David, built a reputation for improving
businesses in the region after starting his own
- Grove Industries - almost 20 years ago.
From this start he went on to build an empire
of nine businesses with a combined workforce
of over 1750 employees.
David, a former president of Birmingham
Chamber of Commerce and Industry now
lives in Warwickshire. As a proud alumnus of
WGS, everyone associated with the school
offers their best wishes and congratulations to
him following this marvelous accolade.

than a decade. The draw was not a favourable
one and saw us taking on the Old Salopians. At
first pair, Sid and Chris put up a valiant
performance against a very experienced pair of
EdTaylor and Anthony Walters. At two, the
Yates Boys had a drawn out tussle, with three
games being reset, but finally lost 3-1. Third pair
saw Oliver Ross returning to competition for
the first time since the Schools Open Final in
1992. He'd clearly lost none of his edge, and
alongside Greg Hammond, eventually ran out
winners 3-2. So not quite the return to glory
we'd hoped for, but a starting point for next
year's competition.

The EFATrophy looked like the Old Waulfrunians
best chance of silverware, however, after a
successful qualifying campaign and progress to
the semi-finals the draw threw up the Old
Salopians. Once again it was a toughly fought
match, which saw the Salopians progress 2-1.
The Northern Championships saw the
welcome return of Mark Moore to the growing
number of Old Wulfrunians back on court.
Chris Moore was found spectating at
Shrewsbury and was persuaded back on court
the following Monday. Success in the main
competition was limited but Sid Simmons and
Stu Bickerton prevailed in the Plate A
competition. Stuart had further success with
victory in the Kinnaird Festival, partnering Mark
Yates (Snr) during a long day of Fives.

Old Wulfrunians' Fives in Wolverhampton is in
good heart and looking forward to more
friendly and competitive Fives next season.

David Grove with Sir Digby Jones



A sporting tribute.

A suitably fitting
tribute to one OW
was unveiled this year
when a cricket
pavilion was opened
in his honour Ey the
company for whom
he spent 19 years as
Managing Director.

hil Bond was MD of SAS UK between
P 1985 and 2000 and following his death,

SAS UK built the Phil Bond pavilion as
lasting legacy to a man who had a passion for
cricket and had built such strong links with his
local cricket team — Medmenham Cricket
Club.
Building of the pavilion began on the Ist

October 2008 and was completed on 4th
March 2009, with the official opening
ceremony being performed by Phil's widow,
Roz Bond on the 29th April, 2009.

Keith Valder, Chief Operating Officer of SAS
UK, who led the project stated:"Phil lived in
Medmenham and had close links with the
Medmenham Cricket Club and the scouts, as
a well as being a governor to Danesfield
School. For these reasons, SAS UK alongside
his widow Roz, felt that the pavilion would be
a fitting and lasting legacy to Phil.We hope

Old Waulfrunians.

that it will become a real asset to everyone
within the local community, be they cricketers,
scouts or school children.”
The official opening was followed by the
annual SAS UK versus Medmenham Cricket
Club match played for the Phil Bond Trophy,
which was presented to the winning team by
Roz Bond.
As an alumnus of a school with such strong
sporting tradition, I'm sure we all feel that
there could be no better tribute.

Phil Bond (OW 1960 -68)

The Phil Bond Pavilion - a blueprint for WGS's next development project?

Bennie Pollack.

In April, OW Peter Tuffley, a Japanese to English
Translator now based in New Zealand contacted
us after being intrigued to discover some
interesting facts about the pre-WGS life of his
former teacher:

was recently reading a book about

Allied codebreaking operations against Japan

during the World War Il, (The Emperor’s
Codes, by Michael Smith) and in the book |
came across a group photograph of the first
British Army codebreakers sent to Australia to
take partin the Japanese codebreaking
operations based there. One member of the
group, named as “Bennie Polack’, bears an
uncanny similarity of appearance to the Bennie
Polack | remember as a Classics master and
scout leader during my time (1954-61) as a
student at WGS.
| can't believe that there could have been two
men with the same name and same
appearance, so | feel compelled to conclude
that, all unbeknown, we had in our midst at that
time someone who was involved in war work
of much importance and of a highly
intellectually challenging nature.
At that time, of course, there was no way we
could have known this, as such information was
still a closely guarded secret; now that it no
longer is secret, it deserves to be celebrated if
the facts are as | think they appear to be. As
someone who has been working as a Japanese

translator for some years, | find the idea of a
retrospective Japanese link with Bennie
particularly piquant.

Peter Tuffley (OW 1954 - 61)

Peter also brought us to the following tribute which
featured in The Guardian on |2 September 2006

a former head of classics at

Wolverhampton Grammar School.
Universally regarded by pupils and colleagues,
he was a dynamic and gifted teacher who used
his impressive intellect to inspire, never to
intimidate.
Bennie was born in Bristol where his father
was master of Polack’s, the Jewish house at
Clifton College. In 1942, he won a classics
scholarship to King's College, Cambridge, but
his studies were interrupted by the second
world war. In 1943, he was one of |12 students
selected to learn Japanese, then sent in the
Intelligence Corps to Australia to translate
intercepted messages.
After returning to Cambridge and taking a
first-class degree, he trained as a teacher; he
started at Wolverhampton in 1949 and
remained there until retirement in 1987. Under
his guidance, more than 70 pupils gained
classics scholarships to Oxford and Cambridge.
In 1963 Bennie was seconded on a
government initiative to learn Russian from

Bennie Polack, who has died aged 84, was

scratch to teaching standard in one year and he
soon became as enthusiastic about Russian
literature as he was about classical.

Bennie approached non-academic activities
with the same diligence and expectations of
high standards. He ran the school chess team
and in 1960 took the team to victory in the
Sunday Times National Schools Chess
Competition. His love of sport meant that he
enthusiastically undertook the role of
housemaster - and passed on his love of
cricket to many boys, one of whom later
mounted a campaign to raise the profile of
cricket in schools.

In his early days, Bennie was an active Scout
Leader and later he took on responsibility for
CEWC - the Council for Education in World
Citizenship - for which he organised
conferences attended by young people from
across the West Midlands.

In 1954, Bennie married fellow classics teacher
Margaret. Together they put special effort into
helping their daughter Ruth, who has Down'’s
Syndrome, to develop to her full potential and
he was instrumental in devising successful
arrangements for her to live independently.

In retirement, he took a course to learn Czech,
which later enabled him to act as an
interpreter on behalf of Czech asylum seekers
in Wolverhampton; he also participated in the
Parosi scheme, teaching English in the local
Asian community.
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itor's Apology.
he articles below appeared in the last
issue of the Wulfrunian, however they

were incorrectly accredited at the time
and we would like to offer this addendum as a

means of correcting the mistakes that were
printed and to apologise for any confusion
caused.

We should offer particular apologies to Colin

Ling whose name was missing from the
original articles and who has helped support
the Waulfrunian with information and archive
photographs over several years.

May the force be with you.

e were billeted in bell tents which
kept out the torrential downpour
but didn't stop the flood water

coming in underneath. We did our
square-bashing on the large square in
competition with other schools, fired our
Lea-Enfield 303's on the rifle range and went
to the camp cinema to see the World War |
classic ‘All Quiet on the Western Front’. We did
manage to escape the camp for a day in
London to see some of the Festival sights,
including the Battersea Fun Fair. |
photographed some of the escapees on the
Embankment. One of the Festival's temporary
structures was a cigar shaped object called the
Skylon and can be seen apparently coming
out of George Turner's head in the
photograph.

Colin Ling (OW 1947 - 52)

Mr Ling, who took the photograph, was also a
prolific sportsman, and it is he not Roger Mills
who is pictured running the final | 10 yards of
the 440 yard relay, a race in which he and his
fellow Moreton housemates were victorious.

may the force
be with you

Roger Mills has sent in memories of
1951 - a particularly memorable time, as
not only was it the year of the Festival of
Britain, but the time when, as a member of
the WGS Combined Cadet Force, he spent
a memorable holiday at the Guard’s Camp
in Pirbright, Surrey.

“We were billeted in bell tents which kept
out the torrential downpour but didn't stop

the flood water coming in undemeath. We

—

did our square-bashing on the large square

in competition with other schools, fired our
Lea-Enfield 303’ on the rifle range and went
to the camp cinema fo see the World War
1 classic All Quiet on the Western Front.
We did manage to escape the camp for a
day in london to see some of the Festival
sights, including the Battersea Fun Fair. |
photographed some of the escapees on
the Embankment.  One of the Festival’s

temporary siruciures was a cigar shaped

object called the Skylon and can be seen
apparently coming out of George Turner's
head in the photograph.”

Along with his membership of the CCF, Mr
Mills was also a prolific sportsman, playing
both football, and Fives and captaining his
house at Athletics, as we can see from the
photograph (left) in which he is seen winning
the 4 x 110 relay for Moreton House.

Roger Mills
OW 1940-52

Sporting memories from the past.

o longer on the WGS curriculum,
N shooting used to play a significant
part in school life, as this 1952

Wialfrunian article — kindly supplied by Colin
Ling attests.

“The two school teams had one of their most
successful seasons last year when the A team
came fourth and the B team came first in
their respective divisions of the Midlands small
bore league. The school was also unbeaten in
the few challenge matches held with other
schools. The members of the B team: RSM
Simpson, Burt, Dempster, Ling and piper
received bronze medals for their excellent
performance and the RSM also received a
sliver medal for the highest average (97) in the
division. In the handicap competition for the
Pethard trophy, held between the leaders of
each of the 14 divisions in the league, the B
team came third only two points behind the
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winners. The members of the A team were
Major Owen, Ransom, 1.O,, Sheldon R, Smout,
S.G, andTitley, EW. Titley, Sheldon and Smout
receiving School Shooting Colours.”
The Wyatt-Edgell Cup was this year won by
CSM Mills, RFM who shot extremely well in
the qualifying and final rounds, thoroughly
deserving the award. Blake, PG, won the
Cullick Cup.”

Colin Ling (OW 1947 — 52)

The photograph (which was sent in by Colin who
is seated front right), shows the team with RSM
Simpson in the centre, alongside MrTA Owen,
who was remembered later in Wulfrunian.

May | once again offer our sincere apologies to
Colin Ling and express our gratitude for his
continued support of the school and of this
publication.

sporting
memories
from the past. ..




Old Waulfrunians.

In the ‘nickname’ of time.

Further to the
Waulfrunian article on
the sad death of
Marcel Noel in last
year’s publication, a
former student of Mr
Noel’s wrote in to give
his memories of his
teacher, along with
some revealin
information a%out the
aforementioned
teacher’s rather
curious nickname:

t was sad to hear of the death of Marcel Noel

in the last excellent edition of the

Waulfrunian. After more than 60 years | feel
that it is time to break my silence and confess
to giving him his slightly unfortunate nickname.
As a member of Lower VI maths, | was one of

about a dozen stationed in the small room
opposite what used to be the orderly room
adjacent to the cloakroom.
Regarding the new member of staff’s unique
mode of locomotion across the quad, |
remarked irreverently to Ray Goodall that he
(Marcel) didn't walk — he ‘crept”:"More like
creeping paralysis” one of us said. Ray
considered it incredibly funny and the name
struck. Needless to say I'm not particularly
proud of this achievement and it's certainly
the first time anyone has been told the origin
of this name.
Marcel was a nice guy, a good teacher and his
own man. He was, | believe at school at
Emanuel School, Wandsworth, one of our
local rivals during the 34 years | spent teaching
at Alleyn’s school, East Dulwich. | visited WGS
to attend the wartime reunion — very creepy
in some ways renewing acquaintances after 50
years - and also visited Deidre Linton with a
whole lot of memorabilia from my days at
Compton road. | was struck at the time of the
similarities between Alleyn’s and WGS and |
enjoyed both visits enormously.
Apart from an exchange of Xmas cards with
Bob and Frances Henson | no longer have any
links with our old school.
Regards to any OW who remembers me...
Barry Banson (OW 1944 — 52)

Memories of “Iro

and Noel.

More memories of
former teachers came

from an OW who

now lives in
Eastbourne.

ichael Clewett (OW 1955 — 60) is
M now retired, but far from sitting back

and doing nothing is busier than ever
it seems as he is not only deputy manager at
Eastbourne Citizen's Advice Bureau but also a
member of the Beachy Head chaplaincy,
working with those contemplating suicide at this
infamous landmark.
| was very pleased to receive the Waulfrunian
and so pleased to note the progress my old

school continues to make.

There was sadness in noting the deaths off
Trod’ and Marcel Pierre Noel, but delight at
seeing the photograph of CharlesViner, my
art master who did so much to set me on
my career.

Trod taught me geography and was my set
master. It was always made enjoyable. He
must have taken over as CO of the CCF
after Lt Col Holmes, my House master
retired. Trod was very much admired by the
boys and a chorus of one of the bawdy songs
finished, “there’s no such men as the fair
young men of Trod's armee (sic)”. Decorum
and political correctness obviates the text but
those who were in the services are aware. It
was omitted (in the article) that he was
awarded the TD.

As for Monsieur Noel, well what a character

In his letter, Barry who features on the Honours
board to the right of the organ in Big School
went on to make a rather interesting suggestion
as to how we should celebrate the 2012
quincentenary, writing:
seem to recall that Henry VIlI's army
| invaded France in 1512. Perhaps WGS
could launch a similar offensive? Food for
thought indeed... Headmaster?

A further addition to the tributes paid to Mr
Noel came from Michael Keays (OW 1971 —
78) who commented:
arcel was also an RE master, a subject
M he approached with the same quiet
but informative confidence which he
approached his Maths teaching. Indeed after
retirement, Marcel became a lay preacher for
many years at his local church, doubtless
providing the usual mix of detailed knowledge,
excellence in teaching and a strong faith to
the benefit to those listening.
Marcel also had a keen sense of humour.
Amongst the many things he organised (these
skills rightly being noted by Tony) was for
some years the annual carol service. In pre-
GCSE days, his memorable joke being:*Aahh,
um, Unto us is born a son — ha ha — that's the
ha, GCE carol ha —'O and A,and A and Ol
Michael | Keays (OW 1971 —78)

and never to be forgotten — my wife has
even heard of him. Suffice to say that | was
one of those ‘slippered’ on several occasions
but it never hurt as he knew we had carefully
padded our backsides with copious layers of
newspaper. The MO was that we were
summoned to the gymnasium and bent over
at the far end. He, always in a track suit
commenced his run at the opposite end to
deliver the thwack. Only our dignity was
damaged.
Regarding CharlesViner, he was my arts set
master and provided so much
encouragement to my chosen career as an
architect — | cannot thank him enough. | was
so pleased to see his photograph. With
kindest regards to all the staff at this
wonderful school.

Michael Clewett (OW 1955 — 60)
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Glyn Thomas
G Lounders

hank you to Mr | Pearson for supplying
| the following names to the photograph
featured in last year's obituary for
Trevor Southall.
Robin Cooper also wrote in with some
information on the athletes featured in the
photograph as follows:
Re: the photograph of Trevor Southall; 4th
from left, Colin Grout; 2nd from left Trevor
Haywood? (he won the shooting cup in
1956); 7th from left on Shorty's Ihs, Wynne
Evans; 8th from left, Robin Holmes — Mousie’s
son.

S e

2nd row: |0th from left, Darby (there were
two brothers and this is the youngest but
have forgotten his first name); | Ith from left,
lan Wright (not 100 per cent but think so).

On that theme, this year we are featuring other
photographs from WGS's past. If you recognise
anyone (or indeed yourself) from the
photographs below then write in to Mark Hand
at the school (or mark@wgs-sch.net) with
recollections of your time at WGS and memories
of those friends and colleagues captured on
camera.

W Reese « MAAtkin BRJames A B Dempster
PHingley <+ AJSFowler ¢ ¢ KScholey Stanley <« « D Potts
Brian Scholey '« TS HR ¢ REKHolmes

Fowler ¢

102 | Waulfrunian 2009



_ st&rtE'd by havmg
“two.weeks at home
 while some air raid
5‘.5 shelters were built. |
~was put into Remove

B, with the form

rodm located in the
old house on

Compton Rd. The

desks were very old
with lots of initials
carved into the

desktops.

he form master was MrWiseman
| (Whizzy) who kept us in order by
means of an ‘Impot Book'. In the end
of the first term exams | was rated in the top
three, which meant | was promoted to
Remove A. The form room was now just off
the quad and the desks were quite new and
highly polished. The form masterwas Mr
Carhart (Froggy French).The subjects were
the same but the progress made was well
ahead of Remove B.This meant that [ did not
quite understand many aspects of the lessons,
so | asked questions frequently which quite
understandably annoyed some students and:
many sighed when my hand went up yet
again. This characteristic however; has stayed
with me all my life, and many conferences,
meetings, training sessions etc. has e,arned me
a reputation for it. -
During the two terms in RemoyeA o e A
remember being taught Latin by Mr Harding
(Bosh). He spent lots of time wa’rkmg across
the room and back, but at least | can-stlll
+ recite Bonus. Mr Hodgets had a habit of ."‘
anyone who got something. r@hi—ﬁtpu"t fellow
At the end 6f the next twoterms I'had- had

to work s hard t6 catch up that | succééded :

in-going into Three Alpha, which in those days
saved one year =
The form room was now upstairs in the ‘New
_ Building. Charley Race was the form master;

but he left to do national service. During his = *

~_time with us we had a form magazine called §
. The Siren (in reference to the air raid warning.

] rat]wer thah the female). | had a good rapporti-
with hlm and we corresponded while he was

fifth form );ear there v Was'-
ed for dlstrlbutlng the‘

tl'rne.'lt_so happened that'l was nominated for

this job and that it ceincided with a Latin = «

lesson from the head master, Warren Derry.
On many occasions, he would be talking to us

and | would put up my hand at | |.00am oras

near as possible to the allotted time. He never
quite got used to this and thought | knew the
answer to some question or was about to ask
a question on many occasions, only to be
informed that it was time to fetch the milk.
This was taken good-humouredly and at the
end of tekm he commented on my report
that | was a reliable boy. | think the remark
referred to thé_'milk rather than the Latin
because it did create a rapport between us.
So much so that one morning he shouted to
me from the top of the stairs, ahead of the
official School Certificate results,“You've got
your credit in Latin, Mynett”

Ddring the years, two maths masters, Mr
Barnshaw (Barney) and Geoff Sheen were
prominent, yet quite different. Geoff Sheen
appeared to be the cleverer because next
morning after some difficutt homework he

‘would show-the working on the blackboard

without hesitation. Barney however would
slowly chalk up the working, thinking hard.
However, just after | left school | had a minor
operation in the QVNI (a small private
hospital in the:Chapel Ash area) and woke up
to find an ex WGS master called Mr Holmes
(Mousey - due to his voice) in the next bed. In
conversation he revealed that Geoff Sheen
used to check out the homework questions
the night before, but Barney: just

dexcellent French master was
d).The music hut was in a

singing Linden Lea while
10 hls-head back and

i med; our best effort being a
moventent from Mozart 41. -
The chemistry master; Major Wyattedgle

(Pecker, due to his nose)was somewhat deaf”

(we were cruel to him really). One of the «

suppliers of Iaboratd:ry equrpment wasallo

y each form to fetch it at given -

Old Walfrunians.

out on our bicycles for bombing ru
us represented a bomber v'vf.iih five
fighters hunted singly or.in pairs with'c -
ticket, Tickets were exchanged if we et '~ all
following the prescribed routes Tund the
surroundlnge{countryade o d"termlne
whether we were shot d%\r/\ or not.- all
worked out by strict rules.We used the
school telephones for ecommunication, one
number for bombers and one for fighters:
One day, a clever participant phoned the
opposing telephone number and then left the
receiver off in the phone box. In those'days
this meant that the school-telephone wasnot
useable with the result that police and
telephone personnel had to search round the
countryside to find the kiosk. Next morning at
assembly Warren Derry congratulated
whoever it was for his ingenuity but he was
warned not to do it again.

A few other
snippets...

hen translating some Latin text
concerning Caesar, the correct
translation would be that Caesar

had returned from the Gallia wars without
completing his tasks completely. Going word
for word an unfortunate boy literally
translated:“Caesar returned with things
undone”. | think it was Whizzy Wiseman that
said “‘Like the absent-minded man coming
from the centre of Queen Square.” This
caused embarrassed laughteriand was a bit
risqué in those days.

When discussing ancestry, we had a boy
named John Batchelor in the class and the
master commented that John-would be
confused because all his ancestors could not
be bachelors. Again embarrassed laughter:
Work was quite hard, but |.enjoyed my time - -
at WGS, and | am sure that playing catch up inl -
Reform A, and the tolerance of the school =+

masters gave-me a good gr'c)undmg.fol' copm‘g,_ =
2 'wrch na Iater SUCCEsSes. s p

" Raymond (Robin) Mynett (ow Ls)‘ze .-4,4)<~ (=g
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Old Waulfrunians.

Tales from the east.

As we approach the
500th anniversary of
the school, I wonder
if you would be
interested in some
memories of a student
who was there for the
450th anniversary.

Men of

OW, Richard Quesnel,
has written to the
Waulfrunian to tell us
about his life in France,
working at one of the
country’s leading music
academies and the high
honour that was
bestowed upon him in
2009 - an honour that
is rarely given to non-
French nationals.

he Centre for Sacred Music of
| Sainte-Anne d'Auray was established in
1999 with the intention of bringing
quality instrumental and vocal tuition to
children and adults living in the rural
community of the county of Morbihan,
southern Brittany. The Centre is based in the
| 7th century Carmelite buildings between the
basilica and the collége-lycée and is home to
the ‘Maitrise’, or choir-school, for boys and girls
aged seven to |8.The layout of the site very
much resembles an English cathedral with its
cloister and choir-school, and makes it easy for
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s a pupil between 1960 — 67 | hope
Ait will come as no surprise to tell you

that | am very grateful to WGS for
the liberal and humanistic education that it
provided, though | wish | had had more
science — the problem of having to make
choices too early in life. At the time | was at
WGS | did not care much for Latin, but | am
so grateful that | learnt it as it has proved
absolutely invaluable over the years.
| have now been living in Macau — a
territory of China for ten years with my
Chinese wife. Macau is the LasVegas of the
east with a higher gross revenue from
gaming than Las Vegas. It is the most densely
populated place in the world with some
18,900 people per square kilometre — well
over half a million people in just 29 square
kilometres.
| have been working as university vice rector

ONnour.

the choristers that train at the Maitrise to go
back and forth between normal school
lessons and the rehearsals, individual vocal
tuition, history of art and music theory classes
that are spread throughout their daily
timetable. | was appointed ‘chef de chceur’
(choir master) in 2000, and have seen the
numbers of choristers grow from 24 to over
00 and, thanks to the determined efforts of
the whole musical staff, have encouraged the
musical progress of the choirs.

The last two years have been rich in
outstanding events for the choir : we took
part in France’s biggest classical music festival
‘Les Folles Journées' in Nantes and the abbey
of Fontevraud singing Bach cantatas,
performed in the cathedral and opera house
in Nantes, staged Britten's opera Noye's
Fludde, sang in Notre-Dame de Paris and were
privileged to work with the Orchestre de
Bretagne on Mendelssohn’s Paulus as the
opening concert of the 2009-10 season of the
Théatre National de Bretagne.

In recognition of these achievements
accomplished with children from modest, rural
families and for the efforts made by a small
team of musicians to create a centre of artistic
excellence open to all, the Ministere de la
Culture awarded distinctions to two members
of the staff. On the | Ith September 2009,
Véronique le Guen (organist) and myself were
appointed ‘chevaliers dans I'Ordre des Arts et
des Lettres’; | was lucky enough to be included
on the list of foriegn nationals, alongside Julian

and am just about to move jobs to another
university in Macau — | have been in
university work for over 25 years first at
Durham in the UK then in Macau.
| was one of Frank Rust’s pupils at WGS; he
had an immense influence on me, probably
more than anyone else. For many years |
was a music teacher and a cathedral choir
member and organist and music has never
left me — | have a wonderful three-manual
organ in my apartment in Macau, a concert
grand piano and a Bach style clavichord
shipped from the UK — | play every day. |
have been involved in education all my
working life, from being a school teacher
and then a university academic.
| have only ever been back to
Wolverhampton since | left WGS and only
then for a single evening.

Professor Keith Morrison (OW 1960 -67)

Barnes and Stephen Frears. The ceremony
took place in the cloister of Sainte-Anne,
presided by the président of the Conseil
Général du Morbihan, Joseph-Francois
Kerguéris.
All my warmest thanks to the music
department and to my French teachers at
WGS (Messrs. Iddon, Brockless,
Raymond-Barker et al.) — un grand merci a
vous, qui m'avez permis de réaliser mon réve
de devenir musicien outre-manche !

Richard Quensel (OW 1988 — 95)




Old Waulfrunians.

Old Wulfrunian degree

successes 2009.

First Class Honours. Second Class Honours (Lower).

Craid Adey Manchester International Business Danielle Bahra Royal Holloway Geography
Finance & Economics Neil Jheinga Lancaster Marketing

Bernadette Barry Leeds Geography Sam Spencer Reading Economics

Rachael Davis Birmingham City Primary Education with Luisa Wilkinson Sunderland Psychology with
QTS Education Studies

Rachel Gough Magdalen College, Physiological Science

Oxford :
Richard Hughes Sidney Sussex, Geography Thlrd ClaSS Honours‘
Cambmydge : (i siaried Bl Krishan Patel Central England Product Design
James Nellany St John's, Cambridge ~ Geography
Jonathan Parker Warwick English & American .
i Other Awards and Achievements.
Nina Wozmirska Leeds Russian (with distinction
in speaking) Sophie Allen MSC in Strategic IT Management
Emma Bahra MPhil, Cambridge PGCE , Institute of

Second Class Honours (Upper).

Kirandeep Chahal

Royal Holloway

Politics & International
Relations

Kirandeep Chahal

Education

Gained a legal training contract with ‘magic
circle’ international law firm ‘Baker & McKenzie’
commencing September 201 |. Therefore for the
next two years | am being sponsored to obtain

Sophie Baker Leeds Ehglish Language and my Graduate Diploma in Law and the Legal
: : therz?lture Practice Course.
Ichilylc i Kaur Bt L Archltecture , Ruth Jennings-Hobbs  Durham Distinction in Post
Sally Costin Manchester Fashion & Textile Graduate MSc in
: Rletallmgl . Developmental Psycho
Zoe Featherstone Liverpool Bioveterinary Science Pathology
Ben Harriman , UCL, Archltecture Kavita Kalsi Aston University BSc in Human
Susan Kalamchi Nottingham History Psychology
Vikul Lal Bristol Acco.untlng & Finance Alex Morton The University BSc in Geology &
Holly Laceby Royal Holloway Classics of Birmingham Geography (2:1).
Philip Leech Salford Music Currently a tour
Claire Mann Leeds History professional golfer
Duncan Mclauchlan Rloya.I Holloway H!story Robin Ling Hereford College National Award of
Jonathan Meek Birmingham History & Geography of Technology Blacksmiths &
Vanessa Patel Brunel English Metalwork. Also
Andrew Peters Bristol Geography At Neiferme
Kim Pritchard Bristol Ancient History Diploma with triple
Charlotte Reynolds  Leeds Management distinction in the subject
Mike Round Nottingham Mathematics of Blacksmithing &
Laura Sandford Cardiff English Literature & T OV S
- MUS,'C , joint best student.
Daniel Savage Lancgster English |_.|terature Jaskaran Sahota Aston University Master of Pharmacy
Andrew Stockdale Nottingham Economics
Sundeep Sunar Birmingham Computer Science
Liam Taylor Reading Archaeology
Diana Wassell Bristol English Literature
Rosie Whitby Royal Holloway Management with
Marketing
Thomas White Bristol History
Matthew Willies York Accounting, Business
Management & Finance
Sophie Wozmirska ~ Nottingham French & German
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Obituaries.

Charles Viner

ost people remember a favourite
M teacher, especially if he or she made

school seem much more bearable,
and many who were taught by ‘Charlie'Viner
must still recall him 40 years after he retired.
Although an inspired painter himself, many
(like me) who learnt about art and art history
from him at Wolverhampton Grammar School
would be surprised to know how talented he
was.
Born in Minchinhampton in Gloucestershire in
1907, he went to Marling Grammar School in
nearby Stroud, and later studied art in
Gloucester before going to university at
Oxford and Birmingham. His first teaching
position was at King Edward VIl School in
Lytham St. Annes in 1934. While there he
met his wife Connie, and they were together
for 69 years until her death in 2007. After
various positions he became head of art at
Wolverhampton Grammar School in 1942,
retiring in 1968 to move to south Devon.
In his long retirement he again took up
painting, mainly of local sea and landscapes,
selling pictures and also wood carvings to
supplement his pension. The Viner Gallery at
his old school, which is named after him and
which he opened in 2007, has had a recent
exhibition of his work.
When | spoke to him a few months before he
died and saw many of his pictures for the first
time, he said that he deliberately kept his light
under a bushel as it was his job to bring out
the artist in us. Former students who became
painters, graphic designers, architects or (as in
my case) town planners must later have been
grateful for his understated encouragement.
Apart from having the ability to impart the
skills of drawing and painting (many aquilegias
were brought from his garden to provide
subjects for flower studies), he had an
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appreciation for French painting and
architecture which he shared through hilarious
minibus trips across Northern France. Many
of us, clutching our first passports, must have
acquired a lust for travel and have later
embarked on our own ‘grand tours’ of the
continent’s artistic riches, as a resutt.
He was also known in the last few years as
‘Britain’s oldest golfer'. He celebrated his
[00th birthday on the golf course, having
started playing the game in 1926. Itisasa
teacher though, rather than as a painter or a
golfer; that he will be best remembered by
those he most influenced.
Charlie, whose daughter predeceased him, is
survived by his son John and granddaughter
Sharon.

John Perry

John's tribute featured in The Guardian, on
Monday 28 September, 2009

Robert Alan Stevens

obert Alan Stevens was born in
Wednesfield in 1925, the elder son of
rthur, a buyer for his cousin's company

AlJ. Stevens & Co. Ltd, better known as AJ.S.
Motorcycles, and Martha, a teacher. His
brother Don was born a year later. When he
was eight years old, Alan contracted polio
which affected his spine and resulted in a
life-long disability.
He was a bright boy; he attended
Wolverhampton Grammar School from 1936
to 1942 and then went to Nottingham
University where he obtained a degree in
electrical engineering at the age of 19. Because
of his disability, he was unable to join the
armed forces during the war, but went to
work for the War Office at Biggin Hill, where
he was involved in intercepting German
Enigma and Lorentz messages that were
decoded at Bletchley Park. After the War he
worked for a while in the Rectifier
Department of the Electric Construction
Company, Wolverhampton, and then obtained
a post as lecturer in the Electrical Engineering
Department of the Wolverhampton &
Staffordshire College of Technology. In addition
to his lecturing duties, he obtained an MSc
while at the college. He first met his wife to
be, Adel, in primary school at the age of |0,
but they then attended different schools and
met again at the college. They married in 1947
and went on to have two children, Jill and John.
In 1957 the family moved to Cardiff, where
Alan had been appointed to a lectureship in
the Welsh College of Advanced Technology in
Cardiff. This was later the University of Wales
Institute of Science and Technology (UWIST)

and Alan became Senior Lecturer in Electrical
Engineering. Owing to increasing physical
problems, he took early retirement when in his
mid-50s.
Alan was a Chartered Engineer and a Fellow
of the Institution of Electrical Engineers. He
was actively involved in the Institution’s South
Wales Group, serving as Secretary and then
Chairman. His publications include numerous
papers on electrical engineering and a text
book on the subject. He had a great passion
for industrial archaeology, particularly of canals
and railways, and for the history of metallurgy.
He was also interested in geology and the
development of cave systems. Alan was an
active member of various related
organisations, including the South Wales
Branch of the Geologists' Association, the
South East Wales Industrial Archaeology
Society and the Cave Registry Group and he
regularly lectured on different aspects of these
topics. He rarely missed the annual Inland
Waterways Course, as a participant and
lecturer, which was held over May Bank
Holiday weekends at Pendrell Hall College of
Residential Adult Education, Codsall. This
course ran from the early 1960s for 2| years
and its excursions were the inspiration for the
Towpath Guides, a series devoted to the
history and industrial archaeology of canals.
Alan wrote Towpath Guide No.2:The Brecknock
& Abergavenny and Monmouth Canals, one of
three Old Wulfrunians to contribute to the
series.
Alan's enthusiasm for these activities spilled
over into his family life. He was keen to
encourage his children and later his
grandchildren, Robert and Jennifer; to share his
interests and bring to life industrial history and
related topics. To this end, family holidays were
frequently based on visits to North Wales slate
mines, tin mines in Cornwall, narrow-gauge
railways, canals and so forth. Despite his
disability, in his younger days Alan was quite
active; he enjoyed cycling and hill walking and
he and Adel took up caving when they moved
to Wales, another hobby shared with his
children. He was a very capable DIY man in
the home and used to do much of his own car
maintenance. Early retirement enabled Alan to
devote more time to his many and varied
interests. To these he added more sedentary
pursuits, such as cooking and wine making, in
later years as he became less physically active.
Alan died on 4th November 2008, aged 83
years.

J. lan Langford



Timothy Gerald
Barrett

n September 948, whilst others were trying

to organise the Berlin Airlift, two boys, one

short with blond hair and an impish smile,
the other tall with dark wavy hair, walked up
the drive of WGS. They were dressed in their
light grey, short-trousered uniforms, with a fire
bucket on their heads (redcap). They arrived
from opposite ends of the town and really from
opposite ends of the social spectrum. One was
from a family steeped in the traditions of the
Grammar School and one who had only been
able to look in admiration at a building he
passed every week on his journey to his
Grandparent’s home in Compton.
The former was TGB and the latter was EDH.
From that point a relationship developed from
sharing a classroom every year of their school
life, through sharing a football field in many
locations and ultimately sharing membership of
Masonic outlets.
Although their academic careers led them into
differing vocations, their interests continued to
coincide. A common interest in trains saw
them cycling to such places as Milford and
Stourbridge to widen their collection of
numbers. It also stimulated further researches
into the mysteries of timetables and raised such
questions as why a locomotive shedded at
Carlisle should be drawing a train from Stafford
to Euston.
In due course they opted to join the RAF
section of the CCF and this, naturally involved
Annual Camp. At Castle Martin a night
exercise was undertaken and this involved the
defence of a line marker against the attack of
another school, in this case KES Stourbridge.
EDH was given a section to lead and having
emphasised all the field craft points they set off,
stressing the need for silence. As the target
was neared, EDH had the signal to stop whilst
he considered the next move. Suddenly, the
sound of someone half running, half walking
was heard, followed by a thud and an agonising
yell. Barrett T had dived into a patch of stinging
nettles!
Despite swift manoeuvring the section was
surrounded and some Officertypes deemed
that they were captured. End of attack, back to
camp for some sleep. Oh nol TGB then
remembered that is was the duty of all POWs
to harass and harangue the enemy and that he
was just made for the job. Suddenly, the
enemy's bootlaces mysteriously kept coming
undone and webbing became disconnected in a
manner not envisaged by the MOD.
Having left school, Tim continued to play tennis,
the club having the additional attraction of a

certain Miss Jennifer Rogers as one of its
members, at the same time as playing football
for the Old Wulfs. Not content with just
playing, Tim soon became involved with the
administration side of both the FC and OW
Association, following the late Bill Careless as
Membership Secretary.
The latter job he thoroughly enjoyed, since it
involved tracing the whereabouts of long lost
Old Wulfs and in many cases bringing them
back into contact with their peers. A natural
progression of this was that eventually Tim
became involved with the organisation of the
Annual Dinners, a task which he embraced with
his customary zeal and enthusiasm.
Tim had a long association with the football
club as a player; administrator and Chairman,
always giving 100 per cent commitment to
whatever was required of him and as a result
becoming one of its most respected servants.
[t was somehow fitting that he should, in 1979,
be a member of the Old Wulfs team that
became the first winners of the Holder Cup,
named after the renowned goalkeeper; Roger
Holder.
The OW Association was another area of
involvement and much of its successful relaunch
in the early 1990s was down to his dedication
and expertise. Had it not been for his
participation, not forgetting the contribution of
other notable OWs, it is doubtful if those of us
who now occupy the positions of responsibility
would have had such a secure basis upon which
to continue the growth of the Association.
For over 35 years Tim had enjoyed the delights
of the fellowship of the Masonic Lodge. He not
only became a leading figure in the Old Wulfs
Lodge, but typically,immersed himself so greatly
that he was rewarded with honoured positions
in other Lodges.
Always at Tim'’s side and sharing this long and
varied career was his beloved wife, Jenny. The
reception at their wedding on Ist May 1965
was occasionally interrupted as various
attendees sought updates of the Cup Final
score, as, apparently, that event had already
been fixed by the FA and could not be
changed.
Their love and devotion was never more
evident than during the last few months of Tim's
life and one can only admire the manner in
which Jenny dealt with the distressing situation.
It is invidious to compare the contributions
which Old Boys make to the Association and
the School, but it is a certain fact that, in Tim,
both those institutions were the beneficiaries of
a man of ability, dedication and great good
humour. Those of us privileged to have shared
his friendship are fortunate indeed and he has
left a memory which will stay with us forever.
Taken from a tribute written by friend and
colleague Ed Humphries (OW 1948 — 53)

Obituaries.

Trevor Darlington

revor was one of the most

distinguished and respected Old

Waulfrunians.
His involvement ranged across all aspects of
Association and Club, since he was not only a
leading figure in the financial management but
also a keen supporter of all sporting bodies.
The formative years of the club, operating
from rented premises above Barclay's Bank
owed much to the success of his careful
stewardship of the finances. When the time
came to pass on the baton, he had overseen
the development of the Club onto such a
sound footing that the transfer to the new
headquarters at Castlecroft was achieved with
minimal effort — at least on the accounting
side.
Trevor's role as Treasurer coincided with an
active involvement on the sporting side of
things. He ignored as ever, his continuing
disability and performed umpiring roles for
both cricket and hockey teams'. He was
frequently on the touchlines, together with
such luminaries as John Robbins, Roger
Rimmer etc., exhorting the football teams to
greater efforts, enjoying their successes and
commiserating when (rare) defeats were
inflicted.
The Old Waulfrunians Masonic activities
provided a great amount of pleasure and
fellowship and here again he was a most
highly respected and valued member of the
Lodge.
Amongst the most enduring memories most
of us will fondly keep will be his unfailing good
humour, encouragement and endless fund of
sound advice. It was the latter for which |
personally was so grateful when | took over
the Treasurer's role. He was ever ready to
point me in the right direction, explaining at
the same time, just how the sometimes
‘interesting’ machinations of the OW activities
as a whole worked.
A great family man, Trevor was, quite rightly
immensely proud of the achievements of his
son and daughter; Paul and Ruth. Beside him
always and tending him, especially in the last
few difficult years with such loving care and
patience was his beloved wife Christine.
Our sympathies are extended to Christine
and family and they may rest assured that his
memory and all that he contributed to the
success of the old Waulfrunians will live long in
our hearts.

Tony Phillips
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John Stewart
Anderson

ohn was born in Harrow, Middlesex on 29th
JJune 1934, the only child of Stewart and
Doris Anderson. His father was a clerk in
the London Transport Permanent Way
Department. His paternal grandfather had
moved his family from Scotland to Harrow to
make a fresh start after a business failure and
50, although John was an only child, he grew up
amidst a substantial extended family of aunts,
uncles, and cousins on both sides of the family.
[t was in this context that some of his lifelong
interests were fostered — church work with his
father, including Sunday School teaching, and
early Scouting with his cousins.
He attended St John's Prep School in Pinner
and from there went to Merchant Taylors’
School in Northwood (1947 — 53). It was
there that he had his first experience of the
Combined Cadet Force (the CCF) when he
joined the cadets in 1948 in what was then
called the Junior Training Corps: his association
with the CCF was to last over 50 years.
From Merchant Taylors' he won a scholarship
to St John's College, Oxford as an Andrew
Scholar and read Modern History, staying on
at Oxford to complete his training as a
teacher in the Department of Education.
He went from Oxford to his first teaching
post at Wolverhampton Grammar School in
1957, He also encouraged many WGS
historians to apply to Oxford and the
department enjoyed much success in the
scholarship examinations. However John
began to influence the course of his pupils’
lives through his work outside the classroom
as well as in it: he was Librarian and Scout
Master. Terry Nolan writes that:John’s arrival
at WGSS was simply great for the Scout
Group. The Group was thriving and had
valuable help from members of staff and Old
Boys. What was needed was someone who
could give wholehearted support to the
Group and John did just that. There are many
things that those who knew John will
remember but perhaps the most abiding will
be that of a man whose whole personality
seemed to embody all the best of the Scout
movement."
John was awarded a commission as a
lieutenant in the CCF and ran the Signals
Section from its base in a lower room in the
Tower. Although he was very active at School
he also found time to pursue his interests in
Presbyterianism and researching local history
and he wrote a pamphlet about the Chapel
Ash Presbyterian church just before it was
demolished.
In 1962 he moved to King Edward VI
Grammar School in Sheffield as Second in the
History Department. His commitment to
extra-curricular activities continued with
fell-walking parties on the Yorkshire Moors,
Scouting and trips abroad —and he coached
junior rugby teams.
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He moved to Queen Mary's Grammar School
inWalsall in 1966 as Senior History Master. In
1977 he was appointed to the post of Second
Deputy Head. In 1978, he married Margaret
Hayden, who was Head of History at Queen
Mary's High School. John was 44 when they
married and | think he had probably resigned
himself to bachelorhood until their long
standing friendship flourished into romance.
When lan, then Helen, arrived his pleasure in
parenthood was evident. He did not spoil
them but he made sure that they had the best
possible opportunities in life and that, for a
schoolmaster; meant primarily a first class
education.

John was a schoolmaster through and through
in the old fashioned sense, concerned about
his pupils in every way and doing his best to
see that they grew as individuals while they
were at school, developing their personalities
and personal skills. He took pupils on
innumerable trips abroad - Italy, France, Spain
—and on trips in this country, including dozens
(possibly hundreds) to the School's Welsh
Centre, Farchynys, and on canal cruises and
Youth Hostelling.

Of all his extra-curricular activities, his first
love was the Combined Cadet Force. He
served as an officer in the CCF for 42 years,
31 of them at Queen Mary's, eight of these as
Contingent Commander with the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel. He was a very good
leader and it was no surprise then, that shortly
after his retirement, he was awarded the MBE
for services to the Combined Cadet Force.
John did not really retire in 1997. He was
appointed a Foundation Governor of Queen
Mary's Grammar School, and his insights over
ten years into the curriculum, time-table and
personnel matters were invaluable. In 1999 he
was invited to become a governor at Mayfield,
the Prep school within the Queen Mary's
Foundation, and he was Chairman of
Governors there for six years from 2001 to
2007. His greatest “post-retirement”
achievement was writing the history of the
School for the period 1954 to 2004 to
celebrate the 450th anniversary of the
founding of the school in 1554.

John was a man of complete integrity, loyal, and
totally reliable; if he said he was going to do
something he did it and he did it thoroughly.
One example of his loyalty and lasting
commitment: although he left the staff of
WGS in 1961, he helped to organise a Scouts’
reunion there in 1980, attended later reunions
and frequently went to Old Wulfrunians
dinners - he felt a lasting affection for the
school and he continued to serve it.

As a schoolmaster, he was a firm disciplinarian.
He had ‘presence’ and a natural authority. But
he was also aware of human frailties and he
was recognised by all as kindly and caring and
sympathetic to those with problems; he
would make the time to talk to a boy about
why he was going off the rails and try to get
him back on track and the boys liked him for
that: he commanded both respect and

affection.

He was friendly, approachable, courteous to a
fault, congenial company and an excellent
conversationalist; he loved to talk!

In his address at John's funeral service, Stuart
Holtam, Headmaster of Queen Mary’s
concluded that: “John had every reason to feel
contented: he had enjoyed a fulfilling life of
service to others in so many ways; he was
well aware of the evidence of the positive
impact his work had had on the lives of many
of his pupils. He had a family of which he was
justly proud — his children were successful in
their chosen fields, with excellent prospects,
and he was clearly delighted with the
marriages they had made (if that is not too
old-fashioned a phrase — but | don't think John
would quibble!).

It is sad that John was not allowed more years
of contentment in old age, but | hope that his
family, and Margaret in particular, can take
comfort from a life's work well-done. John
will be missed by many and therefore
remembered fondly and with gratitude for a
long time by many: and there is no more
fitting tribute to him than that.”

Anthony Waugh

ony Waugh passed away in October
| 2008 at the age of 77.

Tony was a well known dentist, keen
sportsman and dedicated Rotarian. The
youngest ever president of the
Wolverhampton Rotary club at the age of 42,
he was also a devotee of field sports,
organising the Wrottesley School for many
years as well as being an excellent fisherman.
Even a stroke in 1993 did not prevent him
continuing with this latter past-time which he
did from his wheelchair,

His love of antiques led to national acclaim for
his collection of glass and Life Presidency of
the Glass Association.
This obituary was originally written by Tony
Phillips for the Old Wulfrunian Magazine 2009,
however Tony also acknowledges that the main
source of his information was from a tribute
compiled by George Sidebotham, an OW who
since writing the tribute, also sadly passed away
in 2009 at the age of 86.
MrTim Barrett
(from OWA magazine p.12)

Neville Brown

eville was a governor of the school
N and his contribution to its success is

much appreciated. He greatly valued
the start the school had given him and this
enabled him to embark on a long and
distinguished academic career.
Although he travelled all over the world,
Neville always came back to his roots and
thoroughly enjoyed his visits to Molineux to
watch his beloved Wolves.

Tony Phillips (OW 1954 — 59)



Malcolm Hayward

first met Malcolm in 1960, in Form 2A. John
Siviter, was our form teacher and, as | recall,
other teachers included Messrs Harris,
Johnstone, Woislowski,Viner, Rust, Knight and
Robertson.We spent the next four years in the
‘A’ stream, before joining different Sixth Forms -
VI Classics for Malcolm and VI Science for me.
Malcolm was pre-eminent in sport - a pivotal
member of school cricket and football teams. In
the mid sixties he played in the team that
became the first from WGS to win The Public
Schools Six-a-Side competition. He represented
the county at both football and cricket. He was
a conscientious Captain of Jennings, providing
support and encouragement for house teams
of all age groups, in their respective
competitions. He gave generously of his time
and skills, to coach junior house members. A
well respected member of the school in his
senior days, he was a school prefect and,
indeed, was elected Lampas Honoris in 1965.
Cricket became his main love; his exploits in the
I'st XI match versus Staff, taking on the
Headmaster, E.R Taylor, with bat and ball, were
memorable. He also played for Wolverhampton
CC and subsequently joined Warwickshire.
After leaving school, he embarked upon a
career in sales, met and married Joyce and
eventually settled in Pontesbury, near
Shrewsbury. He loved family life in Shropshire
and never lost his enthusiasm for sport.

He is very much missed by Joyce, and Deborah,
Gary, Stuart and Elizabeth, and his eight
grandchildren.

Dennis Rumble (OW 1959 — 67)

Norman Alick

Purshouse

orman joined WGS at the age of eight
N (W.RBooth was Headmaster) but had

to leave when 15 /2 because of
continuing ill health problems caused by his
asthma. He did however experience the first
four years of Warren Derry’s headship and was
able to offer words of advice to his eldest son ,
Robert, when he started at WGS in 1955 and
Warren Derry was still Headmaster! Norman
continued his studies at Wolverhampton
Technical College to become a quantity
surveyor, following a family tradition in the
building industry which dated back to 1812.
He worked initially for Wilson Lovatt, a
national building and civil engineering company
but after the Second World War started his
own building company which he managed until
his retirement. He became President of the
Wolverhampton Federation of Master Builders
in 1962 and President of the Wednesfield
Chamber of Commerce in 1963.
A keen amateur footballer in his younger
years, he also enjoyed bowls, billiards and
snooker, often at the OWA Club above

Obituaries.

Barclays Bank and later at Castlecroft. His
other hobbies were singing and gardening,
often at the same time. As a member of
Wednesfield Civic Choir and Choral society, he
sang the bass role in Handel's Messiah many
times and enjoyed light opera especially
Gilbert and Sullivan.
At 16 he was winning prizes at his first flower
show and never looked back. He was a Fellow
of the Royal Horticultural Society from 1967
and a member of many local gardening
societies and clubs with a particular fondness
for geraniums and pelagoniums often donated
to local fetes for charity.
In the community he was involved in raising
funds for many charities from the age of 17,
first for sufferers of a local mining disaster and
later for other local charities including cancer
research. He organised the annual Wednesfield
Carnival in the 1930s and again in the 1950s,
and when he retired to Shifnal, was involved in
the Shifnal Society and the design and building
of its Millenium garden.
In 1964 he became the founder President of
Wednesfield Rotary Club and went on to
become District Governor of district 121 (later
1210) in 1976-77 and a Paul Harris fellow in
1982. During his Rotary career, he constantly
sought projects which would be beneficial to
the local community and epitomised its motto
of 'service before self’.
He donated the House Music Cup for WGS
when his younger son Christopher left in 1975
and was delighted when his two grandsons
Charles (1988-95) and Nicholas (1991-1998)
ensured three generations had attended the
school.
Norman died suddenly from a heart attack on
25 September 2008.

Robert Purshouse
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Final
Memories

e would also like to make mention
of other OWs who have passed
away since our last publication,

and though at the time of writing we do not
have further information on their lives to
share, we would welcome any memories you
may have of the following colleagues and
friends who are sadly, no longer with us:

Dr K C Bowen

Mr Bernard G Cuxson
Mr Maurice Gennoe
Mr E Jephcott

Mr Frederick H Turner
Mr Michael F Thompson
Mr Ron Wolfendon
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Thornes
the solicitors

Friendly Help & Professional Advice

Need to resolve a family
dispute but don’t want
to go to court?

The court process is certainly not the only
option available to you.

Our specialist family law advisers can provide clear, unbiased and

objective information to help you decide the most appropriate route for

you, including the Collaborative Law process.

Collaborative law offers a number of potential benefits, including:-

e A commitment not to go to court and reduced costs, both financial
and emotional

¢ More control over your case

¢ The ability to work with your ex partner and solicitors around the table

e Better communication and more positive continuing relationships
within your family

¢ An interdisciplinary approach enabling relevant experts, such as
financial advisers and family consultants, to be involved in the process
where required

Our specialist family advisers can offer advice on all matters relating to

pre-nuptial and separation agreements, divorce, financial settlements,

children and domestic violence.

We also have a designated team available to help you, on short notice
if necessary, with urgent court applications such as injunctions or

applications relating to your children.
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We’re here to help so contact us now or call into our conveniently located el ki
city centre offices for further information.
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JOY WANTS IT ALL.

FIND IT AT BENHAM WOLVERHAMPTON
YOUR LOCAL BMW DEALER.

BMW has long been at the forefront of automotive innovation and design, with fuel-saving
BMW EfficientDynamics technologies and distinctive BMW styling across the range.

Plus as your local BMW Dealer, we're perfectly placed to provide you with the very highest
levels of service — whether you're looking for a new BMW or already own one.

Call us today and discover a new level of driving pleasure.

BMW EfficientDynamics 7—:’./

Less emissions. More driving pleasure. ‘el

Benham Wolverhampton

Lever Street, Wolverhampton
West Midlands WV2 1AD 01902 457000
benhambmw.co.uk

BMW EfficientDynamics reduces BMW emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the BMW range.
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Benham
Wolverhampton

The Ultimate
Driving Machine




Wolverhampton Grammar School
Compton Road,
Wolverhampton

WV3 9RB

Telephone: 01902 421326
email: wegs@wags-sch.net
website: www.wgs.org.uk
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