


Obituaries.

Charles Viner 

M
ost people remember a favourite

teacher, especially if he or she made

school seem much more bearable,

and many who were taught by ‘Charlie’ Viner

must still recall him 40 years after he retired.

Although an inspired painter himself, many

(like me) who learnt about art and art history

from him at Wolverhampton Grammar School

would be surprised to know how talented he

was.

Born in Minchinhampton in Gloucestershire in

1907, he went to Marling Grammar School in

nearby Stroud, and later studied art in

Gloucester before going to university at

Oxford and Birmingham.  His first teaching

position was at King Edward VII School in

Lytham St. Annes in 1934.  While there he

met his wife Connie, and they were together

for 69 years until her death in 2007. After

various positions he became head of art at

Wolverhampton Grammar School in 1942,

retiring in 1968 to move to south Devon.  

In his long retirement he again took up

painting, mainly of local sea and landscapes,

selling pictures and also wood carvings to

supplement his pension.  The Viner Gallery at

his old school, which is named after him and

which he opened in 2007, has had a recent

exhibition of his work. 

When I spoke to him a few months before he

died and saw many of his pictures for the first

time, he said that he deliberately kept his light

under a bushel as it was his job to bring out

the artist in us.  Former students who became

painters, graphic designers, architects or (as in

my case) town planners must later have been

grateful for his understated encouragement.  

Apart from having the ability to impart the

skills of drawing and painting (many aquilegias

were brought from his garden to provide

subjects for flower studies), he had an

appreciation for French painting and

architecture which he shared through hilarious

minibus trips across Northern France.  Many

of us, clutching our first passports, must have

acquired a lust for travel and have later

embarked on our own ‘grand tours’ of the

continent’s artistic riches, as a result.

He was also known in the last few years as

‘Britain’s oldest golfer’.  He celebrated his

100th birthday on the golf course, having

started playing the game in 1926.  It is as a

teacher though, rather than as a painter or a

golfer, that he will be best remembered by

those he most influenced.

Charlie, whose daughter predeceased him, is

survived by his son John and granddaughter

Sharon.

John Perry 

John’s tribute featured in The Guardian, on

Monday 28 September, 2009

Robert Alan Stevens

R
obert Alan Stevens was born in

Wednesfield in 1925, the elder son of

Arthur, a buyer for his cousin’s company

A.J. Stevens & Co. Ltd, better known as A.J.S.

Motorcycles, and Martha, a teacher. His

brother Don was born a year later. When he

was eight years old, Alan contracted polio

which affected his spine and resulted in a

life-long disability. 

He was a bright boy; he attended

Wolverhampton Grammar School from 1936

to 1942 and then went to Nottingham

University where he obtained a degree in

electrical engineering at the age of 19. Because

of his disability, he was unable to join the

armed forces during the war, but went to

work for the War Office at Biggin Hill, where

he was involved in intercepting German

Enigma and Lorentz messages that were

decoded at Bletchley Park. After the War he

worked for a while in the Rectifier

Department of the Electric Construction

Company, Wolverhampton, and then obtained

a post as lecturer in the Electrical Engineering

Department of the Wolverhampton &

Staffordshire College of Technology. In addition

to his lecturing duties, he obtained an MSc

while at the college. He first met his wife to

be, Adel, in primary school at the age of 10,

but they then attended different schools and

met again at the college. They married in 1947

and went on to have two children, Jill and John.

In 1957 the family moved to Cardiff, where

Alan had been appointed to a lectureship in

the Welsh College of Advanced Technology in

Cardiff. This was later the University of Wales

Institute of Science and Technology (UWIST)

and Alan became Senior Lecturer in Electrical

Engineering. Owing to increasing physical

problems, he took early retirement when in his

mid-50s.

Alan was a Chartered Engineer and a Fellow

of the Institution of Electrical Engineers. He

was actively involved in the Institution’s South

Wales Group, serving as Secretary and then

Chairman. His publications include numerous

papers on electrical engineering and a text

book on the subject. He had a great passion

for industrial archaeology, particularly of canals

and railways, and for the history of metallurgy.

He was also interested in geology and the

development of cave systems. Alan was an

active member of various related

organisations, including the South Wales

Branch of the Geologists’ Association, the

South East Wales Industrial Archaeology

Society and the Cave Registry Group and he

regularly lectured on different aspects of these

topics. He rarely missed the annual Inland

Waterways Course, as a participant and

lecturer, which was held over May Bank

Holiday weekends at Pendrell Hall College of

Residential Adult Education, Codsall. This

course ran from the early 1960s for 21 years

and its excursions were the inspiration for the

Towpath Guides, a series devoted to the

history and industrial archaeology of canals.

Alan wrote Towpath Guide No.2: The Brecknock

& Abergavenny and Monmouth Canals, one of

three Old Wulfrunians to contribute to the

series.

Alan's enthusiasm for these activities spilled

over into his family life. He was keen to

encourage his children and later his

grandchildren, Robert and Jennifer, to share his

interests and bring to life industrial history and

related topics. To this end, family holidays were

frequently based on visits to North Wales slate

mines, tin mines in Cornwall, narrow-gauge

railways, canals and so forth. Despite his

disability, in his younger days Alan was quite

active; he enjoyed cycling and hill walking and

he and Adel took up caving when they moved

to Wales, another hobby shared with his

children. He was a very capable DIY man in

the home and used to do much of his own car

maintenance. Early retirement enabled Alan to

devote more time to his many and varied

interests. To these he added more sedentary

pursuits, such as cooking and wine making, in

later years as he became less physically active.

Alan died on 14th November 2008, aged 83

years.

J. Ian Langford
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Timothy Gerald
Barrett

I
n September 1948, whilst others were trying

to organise the Berlin Airlift, two boys, one

short with blond hair and an impish smile,

the other tall with dark wavy hair, walked up

the drive of WGS.  They were dressed in their

light grey, short-trousered uniforms, with a fire

bucket on their heads (redcap).  They arrived

from opposite ends of the town and really from

opposite ends of the social spectrum.  One was

from a family steeped in the traditions of the

Grammar School and one who had only been

able to look in admiration at a building he

passed every week on his journey to his

Grandparent’s home in Compton.

The former was TGB and the latter was EDH.

From that point a relationship developed from

sharing a classroom every year of their school

life, through sharing a football field in many

locations and ultimately sharing membership of

Masonic outlets.

Although their academic careers led them into

differing vocations, their interests continued to

coincide.  A common interest in trains saw

them cycling to such places as Milford and

Stourbridge to widen their collection of

numbers.  It also stimulated further researches

into the mysteries of timetables and raised such

questions as why a locomotive shedded at

Carlisle should be drawing a train from Stafford

to Euston.

In due course they opted to join the RAF

section of the CCF and this, naturally involved

Annual Camp.  At Castle Martin a night

exercise was undertaken and this involved the

defence of a line marker against the attack of

another school, in this case KES Stourbridge.

EDH was given a section to lead and having

emphasised all the field craft points they set off,

stressing the need for silence.  As the target

was neared, EDH had the signal to stop whilst

he considered the next move.  Suddenly, the

sound of someone half running, half walking

was heard, followed by a thud and an agonising

yell. Barrett T. had dived into a patch of stinging

nettles!

Despite swift manoeuvring the section was

surrounded and some Officer-types deemed

that they were captured.  End of attack, back to

camp for some sleep. Oh no!  TGB then

remembered that is was the duty of all POWs

to harass and harangue the enemy and that he

was just made for the job.  Suddenly, the

enemy’s bootlaces mysteriously kept coming

undone and webbing became disconnected in a

manner not envisaged by the MOD.  

Having left school, Tim continued to play tennis,

the club having the additional attraction of a

certain Miss Jennifer Rogers as one of its

members, at the same time as playing football

for the Old Wulfs.  Not content with just

playing, Tim soon became involved with the

administration side of both the FC and OW

Association, following the late Bill Careless as

Membership Secretary.

The latter job he thoroughly enjoyed, since it

involved tracing the whereabouts of long lost

Old Wulfs and in many cases bringing them

back into contact with their peers.  A natural

progression of this was that eventually Tim

became involved with the organisation of the

Annual Dinners, a task which he embraced with

his customary zeal and enthusiasm.

Tim had a long association with the football

club as a player, administrator and Chairman,

always giving 100 per cent commitment to

whatever was required of him and as a result

becoming one of its most respected servants.

It was somehow fitting that he should, in 1979,

be a member of the Old Wulfs team that

became the first winners of the Holder Cup,

named after the renowned goalkeeper, Roger

Holder.

The OW Association was another area of

involvement and much of its successful relaunch

in the early 1990s was down to his dedication

and expertise.  Had it not been for his

participation, not forgetting the contribution of

other notable OWs, it is doubtful if those of us

who now occupy the positions of responsibility

would have had such a secure basis upon which

to continue the growth of the Association.

For over 35 years Tim had enjoyed the delights

of the fellowship of the Masonic Lodge.  He not

only became a leading figure in the Old Wulfs

Lodge, but typically, immersed himself so greatly

that he was rewarded with honoured positions

in other Lodges. 

Always at Tim’s side and sharing this long and

varied career was his beloved wife, Jenny.  The

reception at their wedding on 1st May 1965

was occasionally interrupted as various

attendees sought updates of the Cup Final

score, as, apparently, that event had already

been fixed by the FA and could not be

changed.

Their love and devotion was never more

evident than during the last few months of Tim’s

life and one can only admire the manner in

which Jenny dealt with the distressing situation.

It is invidious to compare the contributions

which Old Boys make to the Association and

the School, but it is a certain fact that, in Tim,

both those institutions were the beneficiaries of

a man of ability, dedication and great good

humour.  Those of us privileged to have shared

his friendship are fortunate indeed and he has

left a memory which will stay with us forever.

Taken from a tribute written by friend and

colleague Ed Humphries (OW 1948 – 53)

Trevor Darlington

T
revor was one of the most

distinguished and respected Old

Wulfrunians.

His involvement ranged across all aspects of

Association and Club, since he was not only a

leading figure in the financial management but

also a keen supporter of all sporting bodies.

The formative years of the club, operating

from rented premises above Barclay’s Bank

owed much to the success of his careful

stewardship of the finances. When the time

came to pass on the baton, he had overseen

the development of the Club onto such a

sound footing that the transfer to the new

headquarters at Castlecroft was achieved with

minimal effort – at least on the accounting

side.

Trevor’s role as Treasurer coincided with an

active involvement on the sporting side of

things. He ignored as ever, his continuing

disability and performed umpiring roles for

both cricket and hockey teams’. He was

frequently on the touchlines, together with

such luminaries as John Robbins, Roger

Rimmer etc., exhorting the football teams to

greater efforts, enjoying their successes and

commiserating when (rare) defeats were

inflicted.

The Old Wulfrunians Masonic activities

provided a great amount of pleasure and

fellowship and here again he was a most

highly respected and valued member of the

Lodge.

Amongst the most enduring memories most

of us will fondly keep will be his unfailing good

humour, encouragement and endless fund of

sound advice. It was the latter for which I

personally was so grateful when I took over

the Treasurer’s role. He was ever ready to

point me in the right direction, explaining at

the same time, just how the sometimes

‘interesting’ machinations of the OW activities

as a whole worked.

A great family man, Trevor was, quite rightly

immensely proud of the achievements of his

son and daughter, Paul and Ruth. Beside him

always and tending him, especially in the last

few difficult years with such loving care and

patience was his beloved wife Christine.

Our sympathies are extended to Christine

and family and they may rest assured that his

memory and all that he contributed to the

success of the old Wulfrunians will live long in

our hearts.

Tony Phillips
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John Stewart
Anderson

J
ohn was born in Harrow, Middlesex on 29th

June 1934, the only child of Stewart and

Doris Anderson.  His father was a clerk in

the London Transport Permanent Way

Department.  His paternal grandfather had

moved his family from Scotland to Harrow to

make a fresh start after a business failure and

so, although John was an only child, he grew up

amidst a substantial extended family of aunts,

uncles, and cousins on both sides of the family.  

It was in this context that some of his lifelong

interests were fostered – church work with his

father, including Sunday School teaching, and

early Scouting with his cousins.

He attended St John’s Prep School in Pinner

and from there went to Merchant Taylors’

School in Northwood (1947 – 53). It was

there that he had his first experience of the

Combined Cadet Force (the CCF) when he

joined the cadets in 1948 in what was then

called the Junior Training Corps:  his association

with the CCF was to last over 50 years.

From Merchant Taylors’ he won a scholarship

to St John’s College, Oxford as an Andrew

Scholar and read Modern History, staying on

at Oxford to complete his training as a

teacher in the Department of Education.

He went from Oxford to his first teaching

post at Wolverhampton Grammar School in

1957.    He also encouraged many WGS

historians to apply to Oxford and the

department enjoyed much success in the

scholarship examinations. However John

began to influence the course of his pupils’

lives through his work outside the classroom

as well as in it:  he was Librarian and Scout

Master. Terry Nolan writes that: “John’s arrival

at WGSS was simply great for the Scout

Group.  The Group was thriving and had

valuable help from members of staff and Old

Boys.  What was needed was someone who

could give wholehearted support to the

Group and John did just that. There are many

things that those who knew John will

remember but perhaps the most abiding will

be that of a man whose whole personality

seemed to embody all the best of the Scout

movement.“ 

John was awarded a commission as a

lieutenant in the CCF and ran the Signals

Section from its base in a lower room in the

Tower. Although he was very active at School

he also found time to pursue his interests in

Presbyterianism and researching local history

and he wrote a pamphlet about the Chapel

Ash Presbyterian church just before it was

demolished.

In 1962 he moved to King Edward VII

Grammar School in Sheffield as Second in the

History Department.  His commitment to

extra-curricular activities continued with

fell-walking parties on the Yorkshire Moors,

Scouting and trips abroad –and he coached

junior rugby teams.

He moved to Queen Mary’s Grammar School

in Walsall in 1966 as Senior History Master.  In

1977 he was appointed to the post of Second

Deputy Head.  In 1978, he married Margaret

Hayden, who was Head of History at Queen

Mary’s High School.  John was 44 when they

married and I think he had probably resigned

himself to bachelorhood until their long

standing friendship flourished into romance.

When Ian, then Helen, arrived his pleasure in

parenthood was evident.  He did not spoil

them but he made sure that they had the best

possible opportunities in life and that, for a

schoolmaster, meant primarily a first class

education.  

John was a schoolmaster through and through

in the old fashioned sense, concerned about

his pupils in every way and doing his best to

see that they grew as individuals while they

were at school, developing their personalities

and personal skills.  He took pupils on

innumerable trips abroad - Italy, France, Spain

– and on trips in this country, including dozens

(possibly hundreds) to the School’s Welsh

Centre, Farchynys, and on canal cruises and

Youth Hostelling.  

Of all his extra-curricular activities, his first

love was the Combined Cadet Force.  He

served as an officer in the CCF for 42 years,

31 of them at Queen Mary’s, eight of these as

Contingent Commander with the rank of

Lieutenant Colonel.   He was a very good

leader and it was no surprise then, that shortly

after his retirement, he was awarded the MBE

for services to the Combined Cadet Force.

John did not really retire in 1997. He was

appointed a Foundation Governor of Queen

Mary’s Grammar School, and his insights over

ten years into the curriculum, time-table and

personnel matters were invaluable.  In 1999 he

was invited to become a governor at Mayfield,

the Prep school within the Queen Mary’s

Foundation, and he was Chairman of

Governors there for six years from 2001 to

2007.   His greatest “post-retirement”

achievement was writing the history of the

School for the period 1954 to 2004 to

celebrate the 450th anniversary of the

founding of the school in 1554.  

John was a man of complete integrity, loyal, and

totally reliable;  if he said he was going to do

something he did it and he did it thoroughly.

One example of his loyalty and lasting

commitment:  although he left the staff of

WGS in 1961, he helped to organise a Scouts’

reunion there in 1980, attended later reunions

and frequently went to Old Wulfrunians

dinners - he felt a lasting affection for the

school and he continued to serve it.

As a schoolmaster, he was a firm disciplinarian.

He had ‘presence’ and a natural authority.  But

he was also aware of human frailties and he

was recognised by all as kindly and caring and

sympathetic to those with problems;  he

would make the time to talk to a boy about

why he was going off the rails and try to get

him back on track and the boys liked him for

that:  he commanded both respect and

affection.

He was friendly, approachable, courteous to a

fault, congenial company and an excellent

conversationalist;  he loved to talk!

In his address at John’s funeral service, Stuart

Holtam, Headmaster of Queen Mary’s

concluded that: “John had every reason to feel

contented:  he had enjoyed a fulfilling life of

service to others in so many ways;  he was

well aware of the evidence of the positive

impact his work had had on the lives of many

of his pupils. He had a family of which he was

justly proud – his children were successful in

their chosen fields, with excellent prospects,

and he was clearly delighted with the

marriages they had made (if that is not too

old-fashioned a phrase – but I don’t think John

would quibble!).  

It is sad that John was not allowed more years

of contentment in old age, but I hope that his

family, and Margaret in particular, can take

comfort from a life’s work well-done.  John

will be missed by many and therefore

remembered fondly and with gratitude for a

long time by many:  and there is no more

fitting tribute to him than that.”

Anthony Waugh

T
ony Waugh passed away in October

2008 at the age of 77.

Tony was a well known dentist, keen

sportsman and dedicated Rotarian. The

youngest ever president of the

Wolverhampton Rotary club at the age of 42,

he was also a devotee of field sports,

organising the Wrottesley School for many

years as well as being an excellent fisherman.

Even a stroke in 1993 did not prevent him

continuing with this latter past-time which he

did from his wheelchair.

His love of antiques led to national acclaim for

his collection of glass and Life Presidency of

the Glass Association.

This obituary was originally written by Tony

Phillips for the Old Wulfrunian Magazine 2009,

however Tony also acknowledges that the main

source of his information was from a tribute

compiled by George Sidebotham, an OW who

since writing the tribute, also sadly passed away

in 2009 at the age of 86.

Mr Tim Barrett

(from OWA magazine p.12)

Neville Brown

N
eville was a governor of the school

and his contribution to its success is

much appreciated. He greatly valued

the start the school had given him and this

enabled him to embark on a long and

distinguished academic career.

Although he travelled all over the world,

Neville always came back to his roots and

thoroughly enjoyed his visits to Molineux to

watch his beloved Wolves.

Tony Phillips (OW 1954 – 59)
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Malcolm Hayward

I
first met Malcolm in 1960, in Form 2A. John

Siviter, was our form teacher and, as I recall,

other teachers included Messrs Harris,

Johnstone, Woislowski, Viner, Rust, Knight and

Robertson. We spent the next four years in the

‘A’ stream, before joining different Sixth Forms -

V1 Classics for Malcolm and V1 Science for me.

Malcolm was pre-eminent in sport - a pivotal

member of school cricket and football teams. In

the mid sixties he played in the team that

became the first from WGS to win The Public

Schools Six-a-Side competition. He represented

the county at both football and cricket. He was

a conscientious Captain of Jennings, providing

support and encouragement for house teams

of all age groups, in their respective

competitions. He gave generously of his time

and skills, to coach junior house members. A

well respected member of the school in his

senior days, he was a school prefect and,

indeed, was elected Lampas Honoris in 1965. 

Cricket became his main love; his exploits in the

1st XI match versus Staff, taking on the

Headmaster, E.R. Taylor, with bat and ball, were

memorable. He also played for Wolverhampton

CC and subsequently joined Warwickshire.

After leaving school, he embarked upon a

career in sales, met and married Joyce and

eventually settled in Pontesbury, near

Shrewsbury. He loved family life in Shropshire

and never lost his enthusiasm for sport. 

He is very much missed by Joyce, and Deborah,

Gary, Stuart and Elizabeth, and his eight

grandchildren.

Dennis Rumble (OW 1959 – 67)

Norman Alick
Purshouse 

N
orman joined WGS at the age of eight

(W.R.Booth was Headmaster) but had

to leave when 15 ½ because of

continuing ill health problems caused by his

asthma. He did however experience the first

four years of Warren Derry’s headship and was

able to offer words of advice to his eldest son ,

Robert, when he started at WGS in 1955 and

Warren Derry was still Headmaster! Norman

continued his studies at Wolverhampton

Technical College to become a quantity

surveyor, following a family tradition in the

building industry which dated back to 1812.

He worked initially for Wilson Lovatt, a

national building and civil engineering company

but after the Second World War started his

own building company which he managed until

his retirement. He became President of the

Wolverhampton Federation of Master Builders

in 1962 and President of the Wednesfield

Chamber of Commerce in 1963. 

A keen amateur footballer in his younger

years, he also enjoyed bowls, billiards and

snooker, often at the OWA Club above

Barclays Bank and later at Castlecroft. His

other hobbies were singing and gardening,

often at the same time. As a member of

Wednesfield Civic Choir and Choral society, he

sang the bass role in Handel’s Messiah many

times and enjoyed light opera especially

Gilbert and Sullivan. 

At 16 he was winning prizes at his first flower

show and never looked back. He was a Fellow

of the Royal Horticultural Society from 1967

and a member of many local gardening

societies and clubs with a particular fondness

for geraniums and pelagoniums often donated

to local fetes for charity. 

In the community he was involved in raising

funds for many charities from the age of 17,

first for sufferers of a local mining disaster and

later for other local charities including cancer

research. He organised the annual Wednesfield

Carnival in the 1930s and again in the 1950s,

and when he retired to Shifnal, was involved in

the Shifnal Society and the design and building

of its Millenium garden.

In 1964 he became the founder President of

Wednesfield Rotary Club and went on to

become District Governor of district 121 (later

1210) in 1976-77 and a Paul Harris fellow in

1982. During his Rotary career, he constantly

sought projects which would be beneficial to

the local community and epitomised its motto

of ‘service before self ’.

He donated the House Music Cup for WGS

when his younger son Christopher left in 1975

and was delighted when his two grandsons

Charles  (1988-95) and Nicholas (1991-1998)

ensured three generations had attended the

school.

Norman died suddenly from a heart attack on

25 September 2008.

Robert Purshouse 
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Final
Memories
W

e would also like to make mention

of other OWs who have passed

away since our last publication,

and though at the time of writing we do not

have further information on their lives to

share, we would welcome any memories you

may have of the following colleagues and

friends who are sadly, no longer with us:

Dr K C Bowen

Mr Bernard G Cuxson

Mr Maurice Gennoe

Mr E Jephcott

Mr Frederick H Turner

Mr Michael F Thompson

Mr Ron Wolfendon
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Need to resolve a family 
dispute but don’t want 
to go to court?
The court process is certainly not the only 
option available to you.
Our specialist family law advisers can provide clear, unbiased and 
objective information to help you decide the most appropriate route for 
you, including the Collaborative Law process. 

Collaborative law offers a number of potential benefits, including:-
•  A commitment not to go to court and reduced costs, both financial

and emotional 
•  More control over your case
•  The ability to work with your ex partner and solicitors around the table
•  Better communication and more positive continuing relationships 

within your family
•  An interdisciplinary approach enabling relevant experts, such as 

financial advisers and family consultants, to be involved in the process 
where required

Our specialist family advisers can offer advice on all matters relating to 
pre-nuptial and separation agreements, divorce, financial settlements, 
children and domestic violence.

We also have a designated team available to help you, on short notice 
if necessary, with urgent court applications such as injunctions or 
applications relating to your children.

We’re here to help so contact us now or call into our conveniently located 
city centre offices for further information. 

Lich Gates  Wolverhampton  WV1 1UA
t: 01902 313311  f: 01902 423454

DX 10407 WOLVERHAMPTON
w: www.thornessolicitors.co.uk

Family  l  Property (Residential & Commercial)  l  Wills & Probate  l  Crime
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